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The USA National Championships in San Francisco (2)

By Pietro Campanile

2nd Part—The Women BAM and the Reisinger

While the men were battling in the Life Masters Final,
the Women had their very own BAM Teams event and
the quality of the field was as usual very high indeed
with all the top American players as well as foreign
champions like Auken-von Arnim, our Migry Zur-
Campanile and a good contingent from Holland, Swe-
den and China.

The strong Chinese team finished first but Migry man-
aged to secure a very prestigious second place with her
team (Zur Campanile-Westheimer; Sprung-
Eythorsdottir), leaving behind amongst others the recent
Venice Cup winning team.

One of the most challenging tasks in a board-a-match
event is to successfully thread the fine line between ag-
gressively seeking to defeat the contract and not giving
away the priceless overtrick that might lose the board
for your team. In the second and final set of the
Women’s BAM, Migry found the key defensive play in
two critical boards.
See what you would do.

& AT42

v AB3

¢ J62

& J83

This was the bidding (West dealer):

West North East South
Migry

Pass Pass 1e Pass

1v Pass 14 Pass

INT Pass Pass
What would you lead?
Tough choice, isn't it?

| was kibitzing Migry in the second round of the finals
(my team having been knocked out from the main event
the previous day) and | was quite surprised when | saw
her choosing the ¢J!!

My surprise turned to absolute amazement when the
whole board turned up to be:

& AT42

v AG3

¢+ J62

& J83
& K6 & QJ73
v KT87 v 94
¢ K4 + Q875
& T9764 & AK5

Declared ran the ¢J to her king and then ducked a club
to South’s queen. South could now reach North’s hand
twice in order to get diamonds played through and set
up seven tricks for the defense: a spade, two hearts,
three diamonds and a club. 1INT minus one

was enough to win the board.

Later in the set another tough defensive problem to
solve: you hold

& AJTS
v 764
¢+ QJ9
& 853

and East-West get to 3Nt after this auction:

West North East South
Migry
Pass
Pass Pass 1e Pass
14 Pass 2v Pass

3NT Pass Pass Pass

You lead a passive ¥7 and this is what you can see
when dummy comes down

& AJTH

v 764

+ QJ9

& 853

N « Q9

v AKQS8
+ AKG654
& 64

Declarer let the heart run to the wJ in his hand and
played the 10, ducking when Migry inserted the queen.

What would you play next?

Personally | would probably have tried to salvage what-
ever trick | can make (remember this is BAM!) by
switching to a club, hoping that partner has the ace and
play a spade through. Migry had looked much deeper
into the layout, and she realized that a club switch was
the one thing declarer did not seem to be afraid of. In an
IMPs event

she might have tried a low spade, hoping to find her
partner with the king. In this case, she opted for the #A,
in the knowledge that even if her partner’s signaling
shows the &K to be with declarer, she could always
switch to clubs and tangle declarer’s entries. As it hap-
pened, this was not necessary because this was the
complete layout:



& 8762 s Q9
v JT v AKQS8
¢ T87 + AK654
& AKQ7 & 64

& K43

v 9532

¢ 32

& JT92

3NT-1 meant a win on the board when at the other table
Migry’s teammate conservatively decided to avoid risks
after North led a club and ran home with her nine top
tricks, instead of trying to set up diamonds.

The final and most prestigious BAM event was the Reis-
inger. This is the only tournament in the bridge calendar
which some players are simply “afraid” to play in as it is
considered to be one of the toughest events in the
world.

After two qualifying sessions and two semifinal session,
the field came down to 14 teams including a great se-
lection of the best bridge talent around: all the top lItal-
ians, the best Norwegians, Swedes, Poles and of
course all the best American players.

After a very strong first half the Cayne team (Fantoni-
Nunes, Lauria-Versace and Cayne-Seamon) succeeded
in winning the event with a four boards lead in front of
second place, a very impressive achievement.

Here is a hand from the very last round with a poten-
tially decisive match up between the first two teams in
the standings:

Dealer West — None Vulnerable

& AJG5
v QJ2
¢ A4
& 9832
s Q2 & TO87
v KT9 v 853
¢+ JT86532 ¢ 7
& 4 & AQJ76

West North East South

Stansby Versace Martel Lauria

Pass 1% Pass 1v

Pass 1e Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass

Stansby (West) led the diamond jack. South won with
his king and played a low heart to dummy’s queen,
which is the correct play for three tricks in the suit. Now
declarer called for the club nine. After some thought,
Martel (East) won with his ace and played a heart,
ducked to West’s king. Back came a heart, South over-
taking dummy’s jack with his ace. A spade to dummy’s
jack was followed by the diamond ace, a spade to de-
clarer's king and the diamond queen, giving this end
position:

A6

L3
v
¢
LJ

oo
w

T8653

1o & € 1

When South cashed his heart seven, discarding a club
from the board, East was squeezed in the black suits.
So Lauria took an unexpected 11 tricks. Was that
enough to win the board? No since the result was the
same at the other table. There Berkowitz won the first
trick with dummy’s diamond ace and immediately
played the club nine, letting it run when East did not
cover.

The Reisinger closed a very busy ten days of bridge
where | learnt to like and appreciate the complexity of
this unusual form of scoring. It is a pity that it is not used
in Israel as it would make for a really interesting event.
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78 117 - 'win onrn| 48.0 | 35.0 | 83.0 | 15
jo1i7ywe - yww| 28.0 | 53.0 | 81.0 | 16
Yy T - o 36.0 | 44.0 | 80.0 | 17
NN NaxX -'om gl 9.0 | 70.0 | 79.0 | 18
MIN yiA'.a - poral| 51.0 | 27.0 | 78.0 | 19
N7 A -anxom| 38.0 | 40.0 | 78.0 | 19
7N "yax - T meo| 27.0 | 51.0 | 78.0 | 19
IY "X TNA -1D 2T 41.0 | 37.0 | 78.0 | 19
nan“w oni -70'n ooy| 23.0 | 53.0 | 76.0 | 23
Kmieciak R - Stankiewic| 47.0 | 27.0 | 74.0 | 24
miy m"w - np1a| 59.0 | 15.0 | 74.0 | 24
Franiewski - Gorski Mic| 21.0 | 49.0 | 70.0 | 26
n'ox an -maTyp| 32.0 | 37.0 | 69.0 | 27
NN 2 -0d'N I7N| 48.0 | 21.0 | 69.0 | 27
mi T -1aaoto| 34.0 | 34.0 | 68.0 | 29
701y 70 - 0N yaa| 40.0 | 28.0 | 68.0 | 29
o pI'xA'Nn -1 pi'xan| 55.0 | 12.0 | 67.0 | 31
Richardson - m v"yin| 37.0 | 26.0 | 63.0 | 32
>Tn Ta7a -y x| 29.0 | 34.0 | 63.0 | 32
071 1 - 'ww qooaty| 18.0 | 45.0 | 63.0 | 32
m "'y -7 nixaya| 40.0 | 22.0 | 62.0 | 35
¥ mny - 70 poix| -14.0| 75.0 | 61.0 | 36
AT A -nanvlata) 52.0 | 8.0 | 60.0 | 37
MM 77n - aaio pn| 38.0 | 22.0 | 60.0 | 37
mx 'ono - muiv ;puw| 25.0 | 35.0 | 60.0 | 37
NON M7 -mayn| 0.0 | 59.0 | 59.0 | 40
AMTIX oA - N1 pnaf 50.0 | 8.0 | 58.0 | 41
IT"Rw - 1o 0.0 | 57.0 | 57.0 | 42
o"nonv -'onn A 34.0 | 23.0 | 57.0 | 42
Ay olpn -n 'pxawn| 4.0 | 51.0 | 55.0 | 44
A X - qorr nm| 33.0 | 22.0 | 55.0 | 44
TP - panax| 51.0 | 4.0 | 55.0 | 44
N N -TTrono| 19.0 | 36.0 | 55.0 | 44
"PTIN 2 -2x nT9| 12.0 | 42.0 | 54.0 | 48
NN IN'YN -19X noMa| 34.0 | 20.0 | 54.0 | 48
D'y X217 -"“Ixpn| 26.0 | 27.0 | 53.0 | 50
Gordon Irv -joa | 11.0 | 42.0 | 53.0 | 50
I'No N1 - Na nort| 29.0 | 24.0 | 53.0 | 50
7! oIx1j7 - Ix yant?| 53.0 [ -3.0 | 50.0 | 53
mx o - N apxda| 31.0 | 19.0 | 50.0 | 53
o yapom - rownix| 30.0 | 20.0 | 50.0 | 53
N1 372'M'o - v'kn | 13.0 | 37.0 | 50.0 | 53
awn oI - TiITprory| 52.0 | -3.0 | 49.0 | 57
12 paxw - N nod'| 28.0 | 21.0 | 49.0 | 57
qor PIx - iowatn| 1.0 | 47.0 | 48.0 | 59
Raanan Rim - nn wjpo| 29.0 | 18.0 | 47.0 | 60
miIxonna-torro| 34.0 [ 11.0 | 45.0 | 61
Ny -provan| 36.0 | 9.0 | 45.0 | 61
|"owavaia - 72 Yoatn| -10.0 | 55.0 | 45.0 | 61
2217919 - 'k 8.0 | 35.0 | 43.0 | 64
NN -aTranw| 1.0 | 42.0 | 43.0 | 64
win' 'YX - Ix M| 28.0 | 14.0 | 42.0 | 66
mxmn-"ma| 410 1.0 | 420 | 66
TynYm™o -awo 7| 8.0 | 33.0 | 41.0 | 68
o Tan - amatiax| 1.0 | 39.0 | 40.0 | 69
oA -Tx vl 3.0 | 36.0 | 39.0 | 70
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