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Dear Bridge Friends,

It is a great honor and pleasure for me
to welcome you at the 45th International
Bridge Festival in Tel Aviv.

| especially want to extend a warm
welcome to our overseas guests. Bridge
is a truly international sport. International
festivals and competitions are wonderful
opportunities for players from different
countries and cultures to mingle and get
to know each other. While at the table
there may be competition, away from the
table there is friendship and understanding
among us.

| wish you all a lot of success in your
endeavors here in Tel Aviv. May the best
win, but more importantly, | wish you an
enjoyable and memorable Festival.

Yours Sincerely,

Eitan Levy
IBF President.

72'0091 "ONNYUNT7 DI7TYW
45-11 "NIN7I"N

,0MP' AT NI DNAaN
DD19 NN 7217 NIAy a1y DAl 7ma T Nt
21N N YW 45-0 mixk7an 21an 7a'vooa
12'NIIXT7 NMN NPN2 V'YWINY TN Y9N "X
737 mIN7-2 Vv qIY KIN AT YINn
DN D'MIN7-'2 D'WNA'RIE D'72'009 AT
NI'DNNNI NIXINN DIPNY? NN NINTM
DA .INYY 7R UK VTINNTI TN ATANN? Dniv
[N71Y7 yInn " ,ninnn nw' In71wn 197 DX

NN NITT 1 Y

IYYN MWK 722 N2 nN¥N 007107 7nNn X
72N ,N¥2' NI 20N N ' QAN TN XD
NNV 11NN 72'009 DO7 N\ NI TIV AIWN

.021ND'M

,0D71Y

"7 NN
‘ATM17 NYIRYITA NITARNNN X'

Cridge mii%am 5300083 N121200 N2 NX DDDDH N

nann nr '):)
I,Jn

Ty nyewea nl'l:mn-l-l

EXCELLENCE QHQ‘_T'EE "Jﬂm @ ﬁﬂ%ﬂﬁf;ﬁj}é‘ w Gﬁﬂ'.,“'r‘;"g‘



Dear Friends,

Each February we gather once again for our traditional annual
celebration of bridge, dedicating some time to our beloved game.
As in 2010, the IBF entrusted the organization of the Festival to
Assaf Lengy. I have no doubts that together with our dedicated
staff he will do his best to provide you with an enjoyable festival
of extremely high quality.

We expect lively participation in this festival, including several
guest players from abroad and two international tournament
directors from Italy and Poland.

Our festival includes special events featuring the bridge clubs,
the cultural centers, the instructive games pupils and above all
the children learning bridge - our future. This is an opportunity
to thank co-ordinator Oriyah Meir and all teachers who work
within the IBF for their dedicated work to promote future
generations of bridge players.

Next Tuesday, February 15th, we will have an "open day" during
the morning for the public at large. It will include demonstration
lessons under the auspices of club managers.

We expect you to keep a pleasant sportsmanlike atmosphere
around the tables. We hope that this is going to be a very exciting
festival, and that all of you will have a lot of fun.

Yours truly,

Modi Kenigsberg
IBF Chairman
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We would like to welcome our special guests, the
international tournament directors from abroad,
who join our own international and senior directors
led by Ilan Shezifi, Israel’s Chief TD, in ensuring the
highest standard of judging at this Festival.

Maurizio di Sacco — Chief Tournament Director
Maurizio di Sacco is no stranger to Israel. He has
appeared many times at our festivals. He is a Chief TD
of the European Bridge League and a member of the
World Bridge Federation Laws Committee. In addition
to his extensive experience as a director at the European
and World level, he is also a top bridge administrator,
having served as Technical Director and Operation
Director at many European and World events

Kuba Kasprzak
Kuba has played bridge for more than 23 years. 15
years ago he became a member of the Polish Bridge
Union. For more than 10 years he played with Michal
Nowosadzki in many Polish, European and world
championships (in the youth, juniors and university
categories).

He has worked for
several years as TD,
first in the biggest polish
events, and now also in
some European events.
In 2010 he passed
the examination for
International TD in San
Remo.

Yakup “Kuba” Kasprzak
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The “announcement” is made by the partner immediately after the player has bid, according to the table below.

Announcements

OPENING DESCRIPTION ANNOUNCEMENT ALL OTHERS
2+ cards “Minimum 2”
1n 3+ cards “Minimum 3” Alert !
4+ cards “Minimum 4”
Strong club 16+ “strong”
3+ cards “Minimum 3”
Te Alert !
4+ cards “Minimum 4”
INT According to points “12-14”, “15-17" etc (Alert *)
Very strong 23+ “Very strong”
2 Alert !
Precision style "Precision " *
Weak — only ¢ "weak"
2¢ Strong with ¢ "strong" Alert!
Multi type * "multi" *
2v/2a Weak |r.1 the swt. bl(.i weak Alert |
Strong in the suit bid "strong"
OPENING | RESPONSE DESCRIPTION ANNOUNCEMENT ALL OTHERS
Forcing 1 round “forcing”
1v/a Alert!
Natural non-forcing
INT Regular Stayman * "Stayman” Alert!
INT transfer "transfer" Alert!
invitational "invitational"
INT Alert!
transfer "transfer"

* NOTES:

Special bidding systems or unusual agreements must be pre-alerted. (Examples: Precision Club; unusual 2

openings; non-standard NT range)

“All others” refers also to deviations from a normal bid; for example if INT opening can be made with a

singleton it should be alerted; or if 1 ¢ is usually 5 and only 4 with 4441 distribution.

“Multi” can include various strong possibilities, but MUST include an option of a WEAK hand with a major

suit.

“Regular Stayman” refers to all types of Stayman with the standard answers. The 2 question need not
promise a four card major nor any particular strength.
NOTE: Doubles and redoubles are NOT announced and NOT alerted.




The key bid was Adi Asulin's 3NT rebid. Although her
hand qualified for a simple 3¢ rebid, 3NT represented
the fact that her strength was scattered rather than
excessively emphasizing the diamond suit. Perhaps
Hila Levi believed that her partner had a doubleton
club, and after a series of cuebids she confidently bid
the club slam. She was home after the trump suit was
3-3, and that was 10 IMPs for the girls (the only table
to bid a slam and make it).

An even more exciting deal appeared in the final round.
Board 1, Dealer North, Vul None

& K96543
vK
¢ T3
& K972
o -
v J86 N
¢+ K87

& AQJ7
v 754

+ Q9654
b -

W =

& QIT8654 S
o TS2
v AQT932
A2
& A3

West‘ North ‘ East ‘ South

Lazar Meyouhas Argelazi Gerstner
24 3¢ 44
5¢ Pass Pass Dbl
Pass Pass Pass

For a junior it's hard to refrain from the 3¢ overcall.
However, a Pass was more sensible with 10 HCP, 7 of
them in the opponent's suit. Had East Passed, he could
later double 44 for penalties, but his overcall resulted
in an unwanted 5¢ bid from West and a penalty double
from South. At this stage, things looked bleak for East-

West.

Gal Gerstner made an apparently natural lead in his
partner's suit which looked safe since he was controlling
the three other suits.

Nevertheless, | disagree with his choice of lead. When
the opponents bid to a high-level contract without
the necessary high card strength, they are obviously
counting on ruffs, and therefore a trump lead would
generally be the most rewarding. In this case, two
rounds of trump would have restricted East to 8 tricks.
The 42 was led, and South could well have the 4Q,
Therefore Moshiko Meyouhas (North) played the #K
after dummy discarded a heart.

Then on Trick 2 (#Q) North decided to signal suit
preference with his 49 (!), thus making the &7 high
when the T and 8 dropped from South's hand. Eliran
Argelazi took careful note of the spot cards and of the
fall of the ¥K on the first round, and after a club ruff he
correctly ruffed a 2" heart with the ¢K.

However, the fact that the 47 became high served only
to divert him from the winning line! After another club
ruff he could have played the 47, overruffing South if
necessary and thus assuring the contract. Had the 47
not been high, this would have been the best chance,
but in the actual position the alternative line of ruffing a
heart was more promising. North overruffed and should
have given his partner a spade ruff to set the contract,
but due to confusion or perhaps tiredness he played a
club and the doubled contract was allowed to make.
That may have been imperfect bridge, but certainly
great entertainment for all those watching on BBO.

Despite this self-inflicted disaster, Gerstner-Meyouhas
managed to win the match by a narrow margin and
finish on 2" place, ahead of the more experienced
Dror Padon-Alon Birman who finished 3. We expect
all these players to star in the Tel Aviv Festival 2011.
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THE ISRAELI
JUNIOR
CHAMPIONSHIP

Ram Soffer
2 O 1 was a remarkable year for Israel's
national bridge teams. Our open team
(Herbst-Herbst, = Pachtman-Ginossar, = Barel-Zak)
performed strongly in the European championship (3™
place) and returned to the Bermuda Bowl after a long
absence. However, the best result was achieved by our
Junior (under 26) team (A. Birman-Argelazi, Tarnovski-
Fisher, Schwartz) who won the world championship in
Philadelphia convincingly despite playing four-handed
for most of the competition.

Therefore the Israeli Junior Pairs Championship 2011
(January 13-15) was certainly an event worth following.
All five members of the winning team were playing,
but the partnerships were different. | am sorry that |
can't report a close and exciting race for the title. It
was rather a one-sided affair, won by Ron Schwartz-
Lotan Fisher by a huge margin. By the way, Fisher
was also the player who earned the highest number of
IBF master points in 2010.

However, the following hand is taken from the only
match they lost. Despite their young age, their
opponents are already members of The Israeli women
national team.

& 82
¥ 9875
¢ QIT3
& J52
& QT97 & AJ3
vT v Al4
¢ 85 W E ¢ AK9762
& AKQ974 S & 8
& K654
¥ KQ632
¢ 4
% T63
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Levi Schwartz ~ Asulin Fisher
1e Pass
248 Pass 3NT Pass
4 Pass 4e Pass
4v Pass 4a Pass
6% Pass Pass Pass

Not an easy hand for East-West. First they have to
decide that their cards are worth a slam try, and then
there is a choice between 6# and 6¢. What is more
important, number of trumps or suit quality?

The club slam needs either a 3-3 trump break or a
4-2 break with the &K onside (a 3-2 diamond break
may also suffice, depending on the lead). It has better
chances than the diamond slam which (after a trump
lead) requires a 3-2 trump break plus a 3-3 club break
or the spade finesse.
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