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T. Bessis M. Bessis
1% 1v
INT 2%
2¢ 2v
24 2NT
3NT Pass

Thomas managed to engineer away to recover that
loss. The pair opens 1% with any 4-3-3-3 pattern.
South's 24 was according to the same convention
used by the Latvians in board 27 above: either to
play 2¢, or to show an invitational hand.

North's 2¢ was obligatory, and 2v showed an
invitational hand with 5 hearts. The rest of the
bidding was an improvisation: Thomas wanted
to be in game with his 14 HCP, but decided that
without ruffing power, nine tricks in NT would be
easier than ten tricks in hearts.
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The only problem was that a club lead would
immediately lead to the loss of five tricks. However
1# was opened, so East led a spade. Thomas
won the 4Q, played the 6 to the K, returned to his
hand with the vK and ran the ¢T —trying to pretend
that he was finessing against the ¢J.

East's second duck proved fatal. Thomas won the
trick and ran home with 9 tricks before the defense
had a chance to play clubs. At the other table the
normal 4¥ contract went down one, since both
black-suit finesses failed. France Blue regained
10 IMPs, and the match ended in a 15:15 tie.

At the end of the day both teams qualified for the
knock-out stage. The two leading teams at the
swiss stage were The Czech Republic and David
Birman. Both scored 162 VP. Yehuda sagiv and
Consus Red (Poland) came next with 158 VP.
All in all, seven lIsraeli teams and nine overseas
teams will contest it at the knock-out stage.
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long as trump didn't break worse than 4-2. East's
club loser was discarded on the ¢AK.
Board 30, Dealer E, Vul None

& 875
v KJ7
¢ J4
* QJ942
& J96 & K32
v A98643 v T5
+9 ¢ AKQ876
* A86 ® T7
& AQT4
v Q2
¢ T532
® K53
Jansons Stirbu Smilgajs Serpoi
1¢ 14
2¢ 24 3NT Pass
Pass Pass

Serpoi's 14 4-card overcall, supported by his
partner, helped to push Latvia overboard. West's
2+ bid showed hearts, and East bid an optimistic
3NT, perhaps hoping for a better dummy.

3NT would still be all right if South led a spade and
diamonds were 3-3, but it was not to be. The lead
from AQT4 looked unattractive, and Serpoi found
the strong #5 lead. Declarer ducked twice, and
after winning the #A played ¢AKQ, learning about
the 4-2 split. He gave a diamond trick to South,
who had no more clubs, but after the ¥Q switch it
was all over. The YA was declarer's fifth and last
trick. 3NT-4 gave Romania plus 200, as they won
the match 16:14.

The Romanians advanced to the knock-out stage
with 149 VP from 8 matches, while the Latvians
accumulated only 129 VP, and they hope to have
better luck in the Open Pairs.

Perhaps the most famous pair arriving at Tel Aviv
was the French father-son combination of Michel
Bessis-Thomas Bessis. Their Israeli connection
dates from June 2007 when they won the
European Open Teams in Antalya together with
Ron Pachtmann-Eldad Ginossar. Here | watched
them play against the festival organizer Assaf
Lengy, who was actually responsible for bringing
them to Tel Aviv. Assaf's partner was Yossi Roll.
This match was a very even one. Four out of six
boards did not produce any swings at all. Here are
the two that did:

Board 15, Dealer S, Vul N/S

& A53
v 976
¢ 62
& QT832
9 & KQT2
v AKQIJ82 ¥ T543
¢ JT5 ¢+ K854
& A54 & K
& J8764
v -
¢ AQ93
& J976
Roll T. Bessis Lengy M. Bessis
Pass
1v Pass 3¢ Pass
4v Pass Pass Pass

The bidding was simple, E/W reaching 4v via a
Bergen raise. Thomas found the killing lead — the
46. Roll played small from dummy and dropped
his ¢J instantly on South's Q, a standard deceptive
play. Michel misread the position, since North
could have led the 46 also from ¢T652.

However, the continuation of the ¢A could hardly
cost, since without a diamond ruff the contract can
be set only if North has two black aces, or one ace
and a trump trick, and it doesn't seem that any
loser may disappear on the 4K (in the event that
the ¢J is singleton).

After some thought, Michel played the #7 and
declarer soon claimed his contract. At the other
table it was down one, 10 IMPs to Bareket &
Friends.

Board 17, Dealer N, Vul None

& AQ6
v AK6
s JT63
& 973
& J932 - s K874
v J75 v 4
¢ 72 + A9S8
& AIT2 * Q864
& TS
v QT983
¢ KQ54
* K5



THE OPEN TEAMS

Ram Soffer

Whereas the first weekend of the 46™ Tel Aviv
Festival was more or less a gathering of Israeli
bridge players, starting Monday it has become a
truly high-level international competition. The BAM
Teams, a novel event in its third year, attracted an
impressive number of 56 teams despite the fact
that a large Pairs event was played at the same
time. The strength of the overseas players is
shown by the fact that there were 10 foreign teams
out of the top 14. However, the Israeli combination
of Israel Yadlin-Doron Yadlin-Ron Schwartz-
Lotan Fisher-Uzi Ben Haim-lnon Liran captured
first place with a great result of 69 VP out of a
possible 96, ahead of Denmark and Consus Red
from Poland.

The Romanian team Filip-lonita-Stirbu-Serpoi
took 6" place at the BAM Teams. | was kibitzing
them during the swiss stage of the Open Teams,
playing against Latvia (Balasovs-Bethers-
Germanis-Rubenis-Jansons-Smilgajs).

Board 25, Dealer N, Vul E/W

a7
v 86
¢ J954
& K97643
& K652 N & QT94
v JT954 N Rk
¢ AK W ¢ 873
& ]2 O & AQ85
& AJ83
¥ AK72
+ QT62
& T
Jansons Stirbu Smilgajs Serpoi
Pass Pass 1¢
1v 2¢ Dbl Pass
24 Pass Pass 3¢
Pass Pass Pass

The Latvian East/West pair found their spade fit
with the help of a responsive double, then abided
by the Law of Total Tricks and didn't compete to 34

with 8 trumps (it turned out that 34 was makeable).
However, their defense was not too tight.

West led a normal vJ. South won with the ¥K
and ran his #T to East's #Q. The sight of dummy
demanded a trumps return, which was safe since
East had enough club stoppers. Instead Andris
Smilgajs (East) returned the T, which allowed
declarer (Gheorghe Serpoi) to make his contract:
#A, spade ruff, #K covered and ruffed (dropping
West's #J), spade ruff, YA, last spade ruffed and
the ¥2 discarded on the #9, while West was forced
to ruff with a high trump.

Plus 110 was a very good result for N/S in this
partscore deal.

Board 27, Dealer S, Vul None

a7
v A952
¢ Q7643
* 6
& Q854 Nl & AK2
v3 . YKQIT86
¢ AKT95 OS¢ 8
& K97 O & AJ8
& T963
v 74
¢ 2
& QT5432
Jansons Smilgajs
1¢ 1v
14 2¢
3¢ 3v
3NT 6v

Latvia responded with a successful slam. They
used the popular convention (replacing 4" suit
forcing) that after three bids at the 1 level, 24 is an
artificial game force, while 2# is either a signoff in
diamonds or an invitational hand.

West, whose 14 opening was precision, showed a
real diamond suit and then bid a natural 3NT. East
decided that his hand was good enough for a slam,
and indeed the contract was easily makeable, as
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Open Teams - Festival 2012

Final Results
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We would like to welcome our special guests, the
international tournament directors from abroad, who
join our own international and senior directors led by
Ilan Shezifi, Israel’s Chief TD, in ensuring the highest
standard of judging at this Festival.

Maurizio di Sacco — Chief Tournament Director
Maurizio di Sacco is no stranger to Israel. He has
appeared many times at our festivals. He is a Chief TD
of the European Bridge League and a member of the
World Bridge Federation Laws Committee. In addition
to his extensive experience as a director at the European
and World level, he is also a top bridge administrator,
having served as Technical Director and Operation
Director at many European and World events

Kuba Kasprzak
Kuba has played bridge for more than 23 years. 15
years ago he became a member of the Polish Bridge
Union. For more than 10 years he played with Michal
Nowosadzki in many Polish, European and world
championships (in the youth, juniors and university
categories).

He has worked for
several years as TD,
first in the biggest polish
events, and now also in
some European events.
In 2010 he Passed
the examination for
International TD in San
Remo.

Yakup “Kuba” Kasprzak
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