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Indeed, West would have likely bid 3NT over 3¢,
making amends for his 3% underbid in the previous
round. The notrump game would have rolled home
easily, perhaps with an overtrick.
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Everyone would open North’s 11-HCP hand with
1%, but after his partner’'s 3¢ bid, Adrian found
himself in a tight spot: Bid 3NT without a stopper?
Raise diamonds with 3 cards without any clear
direction? Hope that a fourth-suit bid of 34 would
solve the problems? Repeat once again his strong
5-card suit with nothing better to do?

Schwarz applied “Hamman’s Law” and bid 3NT
with his semi-stopper. It was the only winning
action, since South would have probably raised
3v to 4v and bid 4# over 3.

Four hearts may make here, but only with some
help from the defense. As for for 3NT, it required
spades to be 4-4 and hearts not worse than 4-2.
There were additional chances such as a blockage,
a spade honor led or a spade not being led at all.
Making 3NT with an overtrick represented a 6-IMP
gain for the veteran pair.
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EXPERIENCE

Ram Soffer

One of the anomalies of the bridge world is
the ability of older players to compete very
successfully against their younger colleagues. Let
us just mention Bob Hamman who continued to
win Open world championship years after being
eligible for the Seniors, and the legendary Benito
Garozzo who was doing extremely well in the
2013 European Open Teams at the age of 86. In
contrast, the oldest chess player in the current top
100 is 48-years old.

Why is it so? It seems that the process of making
decisions in bridge is not based on laborious
calculation, but rather on experience. Faced with
a tough bidding decision, the master player recalls
similar situations which he faced, witnessed or
read about in the past, remembers his conclusions
at the time and tries to apply them to the present
situation in order to determine the percentage
action.

During the first session of the IMP pairs |
was watching two very experienced Israeli
internationals. There were several bidding
problems, and Adrian Schwarz-Salek Zeligman
were getting it right all the time.

Dealer South, Vul E/W

& AK2
v AQ98743
¢ Q7
*Q
& QJ975 & T86
v - v T
¢ AJ842 ¢ T9653
% 976 : & AKT2
& 43
v KJ652
¢+ K
& J8543
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Schwarz Zeligman
Pass
Pass 1v Pass 49
4a ?

Many pairs use special openings for weak 5-5
hands (major+minor). Thus at many tables we
would have seen an opening bid from South or
West, but here they preferred to bid it the old-
fashioned way. South raised to 4v¥ immediately,
indicating distributional strength, and West made
a bold attempt to compete at the four-level.

Over to North, with a good hand, should he
double the vulnerable opponents or bid on? The
distribution is right for bidding 5¥, but those minor
suit queens could prove more worthy in defense.
However, Adrian Schwarz knew that his YA is
probably going to be ruffed, and he couldn’t expect
a lot of defensive power from his parter. Therefore
he didn’t risk doubling 4. His bid of 5¥ was spot-
on. The contract made exactly with the help of
partner’s stiff ¢K for +450, while 44 doubled would
have gone down one for a mere +200.

Dealer West, Vul All

& AKS
¥ T965
¢ K53
& A3
& 65 & QT74
v AQ v K74
¢+ AQS ¢+ 96
& KT7654 : & QJ92
& J932
v J832
¢ JT742
&b -
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Schwarz Zeligman
18 Dbl RDblI 2%
3% Pass Pass ?

East's hand does not qualify for a redouble
according to my book, but let's leave that alone
and concentrate on the South cards held by Salek
Zeligman.

In the first round Salek cuebid 2% in order to show
both majors (after the redouble, this cuebid did
not promise any high-card strength). Now that the
opponents have reached 3%, South could describe
his hand fully by competing to 3¢. The idea looked
perfect, but Zeligman’s vast experience told him to
reject balancing with 3 HCP when the opponents
could be easily missing a game, and he preferred
Pass.

Continue on page 8
Continuation from page 13



Dealer South, Vul E/W

& AQ2

v 972

¢ JT86

% J32
& JT54 ﬁﬁ} & 96
v AQT3 A/ : E v KJ8
¢ Q53 A ¢ A94
& KQ O & T8754

& K873

v 654

¢ K72

* A96

Shneider Lidor
Pass

18 Pass 28 Pass
Pass Dbl Pass 24
Dbl Pass Pass Pass

1# was Shneider-Lidor’s systemic opening with a
4-4-3-2 distribution. They didn’t use the overrated
(in my opinion) Inverted Minors convention, so
their bidding faded at 2.

Nowadays advanced bridge players are taught:
Don’t let the opponents play 2# or 2¢ when they

W Yehuda Sagiv and
/'} Matilda Poplilov

have a fit. According to this logic, North had to do
something in the balancing seat. In addition, the
vulnerability was favorable. On the other hand, his
cards were screaming for a Pass!

Eventually he doubled and paid the price: West's
double of 24 suggested a penalty and Oren Lidor
saw no reason not to leave it in.

Yigal led the #K, taken by the #A. Declarer played a
spade to the queen and ran the ¢J unsuccessfully.
At that stage Yigal knew that Oren had no points
in the black suits, and he couldn’t have the ¢AK
(otherwise he wouldn’t have played a small
diamond). This meant that he had to have the ¥K
to justify his bidding. Accordingly, Yigal underled
his honors and the defenders immediately took
their three heart tricks, followed by the #Q.

Promotion time has arrived. Yigal led the thirteenth
heart and Oren ruffed with the 49. Having no useful
discard, declarer overruffed with the 4K and led a
diamond. Oren took the ¢A and gave his partner
a club ruff, with a further trump trick yet to come.

This three-trick set for -500 provided a 9-IMP
swing in one of the flattest deals of the competition,
where most E/W pairs played in 1NT making, with
87 scores of -90 or -120 out of 107 tables.




PARTNERSHIP
DEFENSE

Ram Soffer

Last year we interviewed our chief-TD Maurizio
Di Sacco. He mentioned his playing career,
in which he won several ltalian championship
and twice reached the finals of the World Pairs
championship. Of course, nowadays he is busy
organizing international championships, so he has
hardly any time to play.

A limited opportunity arose towards the end of
the Mixed Teams event. It was late on Friday
afternoon, time for Yehuda Sagiv to go to the
synagogue for a prayer. This left his team one
man short, so Maurizio sat down to play six hands
with Matilda Poplilov. In the following deal they
displayed a well-coordinated defense, as though
they have been playing together for years.

Dealer North, Vul None

4 QJ5
v6
+ A9873
* KQ86
& A7643 N 4 T82
v 72 T | v AQITS3
¢ J42 I ¢ QT
* T53 *]2
4 K9
v K954
+ K65
* A974

Maurizio Di Sacco Matilda Poplilov
Pass 1¢ 2y Pass
Pass Dbl All Pass

Matilda could bid a simple 3NT and make it by
ducking the first heart, but she preferred to make
the deal more interesting by going for a penalty.
She led the #5, and Maurizio was already figuring
out the layout of that suit. South couldn’t have
both ¢KQ and East seemed to have started with
a doubleton. Thus the top TD recognized the
danger of a discard on the ¢J and took preventive
measures: the 4Q was led at Trick 2 to remove
dummy’s entry. It was ducked, and then a small
spade to the king finally removed the ace.

Atthat stage a two-trick set (+300) was guaranteed,
but Matilda chose to trap pass on the assumption
that her ¥9 could become a second trump trick.
Was it possible to realize this hope? Winning
the next trick with the ¥K, Matilda counted her
partner’s points. He had to have the #K to justify
his opening bid. So a small club was led by South.
Maurizio won with the #Q and cashed the #J while
Matilda discarded a diamond. They continued with
a diamond to the king, a club to the king and a
third round of diamonds, promoting South’s ¥9 for
+500.

Making a series of precise defensive moves
culminating in a trump promotion is the hallmark
of great partnership defense. Let us watch Yigal
Shneider and Oren Lidor, who took the second
prize in the IMP Pairs with a score of 104 IMPs.

Maurizio Di Sacco (right) with llan Shezifi
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