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Latest medical findings on acute “Doronophobia”

By Pietro Campanile, Prof. Em. PhD. FRCS

The crossover between temporary psychological altera-
tions induced by bridge activity and long term schizoid
manifestations has been a fast developing area of re-
search especially since the Israeli player Doron Yadlin
increased his attendance to bridge congresses and
championships worldwide.

The official definition of “Doronophobia” as published in
the latest “Current Medical Therapy” is: “The manifesta-
tion in the individual of an increasingly altered immune
system response triggered by the close presence of
Doron Yadlin. In its later stages the affected patients
may react adversely at the mere mention of Doron’s
name.”

The test case which is mentioned on most of the re-
search papers on this condition comes from a widely
publicized incident at the 2001 European champion-
ships in Tenerife.

The subject, Miro Tesla, previously a healthy and easy-
going member of the Croatian bridge team, happened to
bid on to a rather chancy contract on these cards:

s KQ

v AKQJ9
+ AKQ
& 432

& A8642
v5

¢ J53
& AQ97

West
D.Yadlin Borovkovic I. Yadlin Tesla

North East South

14%

Pass 2y Pass 3%
Pass 3¢ Pass 3e
Pass 4ANT Pass 5v
Pass 5NT Pass 6%
DBL Ta All Pass

*up to 15 HCP

Lead: 410

Clearly Borovkovic expected to find a chunkier spade
holding with his partner when he aggressively pushed to
74, still the contract was not without chances. The lead
was taken perforce in dummy and declarer continued
with the 4Q. When the second round of trumps brought
the Sx9 from Doron Yadlin, sitting West, Tesla went into
a deep trance. It is easy to figure what must have been
going through his mind: “Looks like spades are not split-
ting 3-3. No matter, even if East has #J753, | can suc-
ceed pitching my clubs on the hearts, it does East no
good to ruff in, and | can then bring the hand to a posi-

tion where | am in dummy and | hold 4A8 over his #J7.
Yes! Much better actually that spades are not 3-3, as
that would make the hand a trivial one. Now | will make
this unlikely Grand Slam with a Grand Coup!! Glory,
fame, IBPA prize for best hand of the year, WBF prize
for best play of the decade...all will be mine!”.

Declarer continued by cashing three rounds of hearts, to
which East followed, pitching clubs from hand. A fourth
master heart hit the table, on which East discarded a
diamond (naturally it would do him no good to ruff in as
declarer would overruff, draw the remaining trump and
discard his losing club on the last heart in dummy) and
declarer shed another club. Then Tesla played a club to
the #A, diamond to dummy and a club ruff, to reduce
his trump length in order to carry out the spectacular
Coup, reaching this position:

o

v 9

+ KQ

& 4
@ s J7
v L4
4 XX ¢ X
& Kx & X

& A8

v

¢ J5

L]

Finally, bulging with excitement, he played a diamond to
dummy: he only needed for East not to ruff... he averted
his eyes and then slowly turned to see what had hap-
pened.

Yes!! East had had to follow suit. Time for the final
play...his hand reached for the winning heart in dummy
and tabled the card with a flourish, executing the final
part of the Grand Coup! If East refused to trump in,
Tesla could now ditch his ¢J and repeat the Coup play-
ing a the last diamond from dummy; if instead East
ruffed, declarer could now overruff, pull the remaining
trump and cash the ¢J for the thirteenth trick! At the ta-
ble, when East ruffed in with the 47, Tesla triumphantly
covered that with the #8 and.... was overruffed by
Doron’s &J!!!

What, what, what? How could he overruff? Well, this
was the real layout:

& KQ

v AKQJ9

+ AKQ

& 432
« JT9 & 753
v T732 v 3864
+ 876 ¢ T942
& KT6 & J85

& A8642

v5

+ J53

& AQ97



You will agree that there are few things as revolting as
the opponents bidding to a grand on what smelled sus-
piciously like a 5-2 fit and you know from your hand that
trumps conveniently split 3-3 for them. Far from cursing
his bad luck and giving up, Doron selected a deceptive
lead to give Tesla a losing option, one which he really
could not avoid taking. Israel helped his brother’s de-
ception by accurately declining to ruff the fourth round of
hearts, an excellent decision as he could see by looking
at the winners in dummy that ruffing would not have
helped the defense.

The unfortunate Croatian declarer looked in disbelief at

the &J for several minutes, his face quickly turned from
purple to a deathly shade of grey. Just when his condi-
tion seemed to stabilize he developed the typical early
symptoms of “Doronophobia”: widespread red blotches
on his skin shaped like Doron’s facial contours. He is
currently recovering in a secluded cloister near Zagreb,
where all his correspondence is carefully screened to
block any mention of his nemesis, the dreaded lIsraeli
champion.

| trust that the readers and the players mentioned will
appreciate that the article is written in humor and no
offence is intended
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