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& KQJ5
v AJT
¢ JT42
& 92

A0 TR MUOO PN DTNAR NI 7729 LN
Pass Pass 1e
1e Pass INT All Pass



Board 6, Dealer East, Vul E/W

& 98763
v AKJT3
¢ T7
*Q
& K42 T
v 96 v 82
¢ AKQ952 i E ¢+ J86
& JT & AK98732
& AQJ5
v Q754
¢ 43
% 654
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
WP DT MY P TAW npa 1R
38 Pass
Pass Dbl Pass 4
Dbl 4v Pass Pass
5& Dbl All Pass
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Board 4, Dealer West, Vul All
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s K & AT
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¢ 852

» -

West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
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YOUTHFUL OPTIMISM

Ram Soffer

The last few decades saw some generations
of strong junior players in Israel. Names like
Lotan Fisher, Ron Schwartz, Alon Birman and
Dror Padon have recently grown in stature from
promising youngsters to world-class players who
already have some important wins in the Open
category under their belt.

And the next generation is coming. Lior Urman-
Oren Toledano have just won the Israel
championship for pairs under 21 and the pair
trials in the Youngsters category (under 20). This
summer they are probably going to represent
Israel in the international level for the first time.

| watched them play a few boards in the IMP Open
Pairs. What struck me immediately was their
exuberant optimism, particularly in the slam zone.
While more experienced players weigh carefully
the pros and cons of every move toward slam,
this young pair just goes for it whenever they see
the opportunity. In the following two deals their
boldness was well rewarded.

Board 2, Dealer East, Vul N/S

& K42
v AJT43
¢ 7
& ATS87
& JT65 & Q73
v T62 | ¥ K985
¢ KJ542 = ¢ Q93
& Q = & 532
& A98
v Q
¢ AT86
& KJ964
Toledano Urman
Pass 18
Pass 1v Pass INT
Pass 24 Pass 3¢
Pass 4% Pass 4¢
Pass 4v Pass 4a
Pass 4ANT Pass 5¢
Pass 6% All Pass

Some would advocate a 2# rebid with the South
hand. Others would prefer to open 14 and rebid 2.
However, N/S’s system catered for the possibility
of bidding 1NT with a 3-1-4-5 distribution. North’s
2¢ was an artificial game force, and South’s 3¢
showed that particular distribution. From then on
North was keen on a slam despite the shortage of
HCP. 5¢ showed 0 or 3 keycards out of 5, and 6%
was duly bid.

The play was not very hard once the #Q appeared
on the first round of trumps. The simplest line was
to draw trumps, run the ¥Q, concede a trick to
the vK and claim the rest. Lior Urman preferred a
ruffing finesse in hearts, and it also worked when
the suit divided 4-3.

Board 5, Dealer North, Vul N/S

& AJ983

v A5

¢ 72

& AT92
& KQ64 & T752
v 983 v 4
¢ 953 ¢ Q864
& QJ4 ‘ & 7653

o -

v KQIT762

¢ AKJT

& K8

Toledano Urman
1e Pass 29

Pass 3% Pass 3y
Pass 4v Pass 54
Pass 6e Pass 7y
Pass Pass Pass

Here the key (over)bid was North’s 3&. Oren
Toledano knew that this was supposed to show
a better hand, but he decided to upgrade in view
of his three aces. Afterwards South wanted to be
in a grand slam as long as his partner had the
aces of hearts and clubs. Therefore he used 54 as
Exclusion-Keycard, asking partner to ignore the
ace of spades. 6¢ showed two keycards without
the trump queen.

Once again the play did not present too many
problems. Declarer didn't need to finesse
diamonds. He relied on a 4-3 or 5-2 break by
ruffing the third round of diamonds with the YA and
later discarding the fourth diamond on the #A.
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1 g 5 4 58 YEARS OF CONTINUOUS INSPIRATION IN THE PURSUIT OF TECHNICAL PERFECTION

Heritage Black Bay is the direct descendant of Tudor’s technical success in Greenland on the wrists of Royal
Navy sailors. 58 years later, the Black Bay is ready to stand as its own legend.

TUDOR HERITAGE BLACK BAY I l l DOR

Self-winding mechanical movement, waterproof to 200 m, steel case 41 mm.

Visit tudorwatch.com and explore more. WATCH YOUR STYLE
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