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the game invitation. In order to make his optimistic
contract Engel needed to play the trump suit for 2
losers as well as the diamond finesse. When the
49 was played from dummy North smartly played
low. Declarer made the percentage play of a small
spade and South’s #J became the setting trick. At
the other table E/W stopped in a partscore, and
that was 5 more IMPs which increased Oren’s
lead to 12:1.
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3¢ was the normal contract, but West made
another hyper-aggressive attempt at game. Yossi
Engel knew he was facing a passed hand and
took no chances, running to 4¢, which just made
for a push. In the play he took care to eliminate
the clubs and cash the YAK before conceding the
+K to North. The ensuing endplay would have
guaranteed the contract even if North was holding
the #AK. Of course, 3NT would have been down
four after the (predictable) failure of the ¢ finesse.

Board 36, Dealer West, Vul Both

4+ Q
¥ QT98
¢ T8
& A96542
& AT986 & J32
v3 v KJ76
¢ A9654 w E ¢+ KQ3
& Q7 S’ % K83
& K754
v A542
¢ J72
& JT
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Molcho David B. Engel Daniela B.
24 Pass Pass Pass

We are constantly being told not to open weak twos
with 2 aces, and here is a case in point. West’s
opening was of the 5-5 variety and East, despite
his 13 HCP and the spade fit, felt that his aceless
hand had no business to be in game. Normal play
gave declarer 10 tricks and +170. This could have
been another substantial loss for the Engel team,
but game was missed at the other table as well for
a push.

The match summary is clear-cut. Birman-Birman
definitely outplayed Engel-Molcho, and despite
some subpar results from the other table, the
Oren team won the match by 12 IMPs to 1, which
translated to 20:10 in VP. They won all their
matches and finished 1%t with a score of 168 VPs
out of a possible 200, followed by Engel 152,
Tarnovski 150, Morad and Yadlin 147 and Zak
146. Congratulations to the winners, and good
luck to everybody in the remaining events!
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THE DECISIVE MATCH

Ram Soffer

Day 1 of the festival was dedicated as usual to
the Swiss Mixed Teams. Two teams stood out
after 7 of the 8 matches, and they had to meet in
the final match according to the Danish system.
The Oren team (Efrat Oren-Dror Padon, Daniela
Birman-David Birman, Adi Asulin-Alon Birman)
led the event with 148 VP. Dror Padon had to go
home early due to illness, so the lineup for the
final match included three members of the Birman
family. Their opponents, the Engel team (Rejan
Molcho-Yossi Engel, llana Loonstein-Oren Lidor)
was in 2" place with 142 VP. Here is a summary of
the events at the table where | was kibitzing.

Board 31, Dealer South, Vul N/S

& K95
v J&4
¢+ 83
& AT832
& A83 & QJT764
v AT v 532
¢ 94 ¢ AQJ
& QJ7654 %9
a2
¥ KQ976
¢ KT7652
& K
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Molcho David B. Engel Daniela B.
1v
2% 29y 4a Pass
Pass Dbl All Pass

East's hand increased in value after North
supported hearts. He had three small hearts and
his partner’s shortness was indicated. Therefore
Yossi Engel bid no less than 44. However David
Birman expressed his doubts about this decision
with a somewhat speculative double.

When dummy appeared it looked a 75% contract.
Declarer needed either the ¢ or the # finesse. As
both were doomed to fail, he lost 4 tricks. The
penalty double netted 2 IMPs for Oren since at the
other table it was 44-1 undoubled.

Board 32, Dealer West, Vul E/W

& AJ64
v 643
¢+ KQ
% K532
& KT8 & Q32
\ v A852
¢ T97642 ¢ J853
% 874 * AQ
& 975
¥ KQIJT7
¢ A
& JT96
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Molcho David B. Engel Daniela B.
Pass 1% Dbl 1v
Pass 1e Pass 3%
Pass Pass Pass

West could have attempted a diamond bid due
to her great distribution, but the unfavorable
vulnerability persuaded her to stay out of the
bidding. In fact she could even make 44 with a
good spade guess.

However the final contract was 3# by North after
Birman-Birman failed to locate their major suit fit.
A double-dummy defence (YA lead followed by a
ruff and the surrounding play of the 4T from West)
would have resulted in 3 down, but Engel chose
the normal lead of a small diamond. David won
with the ¢A (dropping the Q from his hand) and
continued with the #J from dummy. East’s #Q won
the trick.

This was the moment of truth for the defense. East
sees 3 tricks in his own hand. The bidding limits
his partner to 4 HCP. The play so far makes it
clear that North has ¢KQ doubleton and West has
either the A or K of spades. Therefore the defense
has only 1 spade trick. Dummy’s 3™ space will be
discarded on a diamond, and the heart suit will
take care of the rest.

Where can the setting trick come from? By the
process of elimination East can arrive at the right
answer: a heart ruff is the only chance. However,
at the table Engel played a lazy #A followed by a
spade. 3¢ made. This looked like a potential loss
for Engel, but at the other table their teammates
managed to stop at 3¥ and just make it with a little
help from the defense.

1 IMP to Engel.
Board 33, Dealer North, Vul None
& K943
v AQ64
¢+ KQ5
& 54
& AQIT a7
v K7 ¥ T9532
4 J98 ¢+ A63
* AQ87 & T963

West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Molcho David B. Engel Daniela B.
1¢ Pass 1e
1INT 24 2NT Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

Here E/W had a costly misunderstanding. After his
partner’'s 1NT overcall, Engel’'s 2NT was meant
as Lebensohl on the way to 3v. Molcho was not
on the same wavelength and bid 3NT. Her spade
stoppers were great, but dummy provided only
one entry and the club suit could not be handled.
Predictably, the contract went two down and the
Oren team gained 5 more IMPs.

Board 34, Dealer East, Vul N/S

& AK4
v QJ742
¢ K76
& 82
& 986 & QT753
v K3 v AT
¢ Q52 ¢ AJT
& KQJ74 % 953
& J2
¥ 9865
¢ 9843
& AT6
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Molcho David B. Engel Daniela B.
1e Pass
28 Pass 2NT Pass
4a Pass Pass Pass

West picked the wrong time to be aggressive. The

book bid was a limit raise (14-34). Of course East,
having opened with 11 HCP, would have rejected
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