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12 14179 10260 1 ATOKR - MROn 70 63.85 1

10 POL POL Baldysz Cathy - Walczak Piotr ~ 63.00 2

8 POL 2858 Szulejewski Bogdan - npix»a »po2toy 62.81 3

6 7748 4513 AR NOIUW - NN DIW 61.54 4

5 612 11315 D7 77293 - 1197 NYN 60.95 5

4 8453 11622 RN ORI -m7w 60.30 6

4 530 4357 DRMAW 92 - 7291 Fp¥0NI 59.56 7

3 10090 10643 L P -3t 59.47 8

3 11122 4303 T 1779 - %W 0P 59.12 9

3 POL POL Sarniak Anna - Jaszczak Andrzej 59.01 10

Board A Match nixiajp
Rank Team Name Players Names Total
1 Saada Nathalie Saada Nathalie-Zack Yaniv-Barel Michael-Tal Dana-Tal Noga 63

Tarnovski Bar-Walhouse David-Assaraf Eran-Sigal Meliana-Padon

2 Tarnovski Bar ) 62
Dror-Birman Alon
3 Elyashar Shlomo Axelrod Asher-Axelrod Dror-Elyashar Shlomo-Cohen David 61
4 Milstein Dmitry M1.lste1n Dmitry-Greenbaum Leonid-Chorney Michael-Medvedev- 60
Paiken Yotam
5 Bulgaria Karaivanov Kalin-Rusev Toni-Zobu Ahu-Aronov Victor 60
6 Minzli Aida Minzli Alda—Oren Efrat-Fisher Lotan-Schwartz Ron-Friedlander 60
Ehud-Liran Inon
7 Engel Joseph Engel Joseph-Covalu Serju-Orenstein Eitan-Gelbard Mordechay 57
8 Lubinsky Yuval Lubinsky Yuval-Mark Micha-Yadlin Israel-Yadlin Doron 57
9 Bercovitz Arie Wardi Finn-Popponen Arto-Fabritius J.-Bercovitz Arie-Efrat Jacov 57
10 Chodorowski Jan - Poland Chodorowska I.-Chodorowski Jan-Paluchowski T.-Szulejewski B. 57
Open Teams
Rank Team Name Players Names Total
| Zack Yaniv Bareket ‘Ilan—Lengy Assaf-Levin Amir-Grinberg Nir-Zack Yaniv- 132.2
Barel Michael
2 Consus - Poland Majdanski Lesz§k-Kupnlck1 Marlan‘-Moszynskl Jann-Cieslak 115.97
Jaroslaw-Lewaciak Grzegorz-Zak Piotr
3 Chodorowski - Poland Chod(‘)rowska Irena-Chodorowski Jan-Paluchowski Tomasz- 113.19
Szulejewski Bogdan
4 Engel Joseph Romik Pinchas-Zeligman Shalom-Frydrich Julian-Schwartz Adrian- 109.64
Engel Joseph
5 Berner lana Berner Ilana-Friedlander Ehud-Liran Inon-Schwartz Ron-Fisher 109.31
Lotan-Oren Efrat
6 Lubinsky Yuval Lubinsky Yuval-Mark Micha-Yadlin Israel-Yadlin Doron 105.64
7 Sagiv Yehuda Sagiv Yehuda-Sagiv Stela-Poplilov Lilo-Poplilov Matilda 104.8
8 Rozmarine Gad Rozmarine Gad-Padon Dror-Birman Alon-Tarnovski Bar-Ofir Gilad =~ 103.06
9 Ben-Zvi Eyal Ben-Zvi Eyal-Shazar Amos-Shazar Arnon-Maman Avi 102.45
. . Baldysz Cathy-Kazmucha Danuta-Miszewska Ewa -Zawislak
10 [Polish Ladies Slawomir-Serek Cezary-Walczak Piotr 101.58
11 Vitas - Poland Sarniak Anna-Jaszczak Andrzej-Vajnikonis Vitas-Olanski Wojtek 100.36
12 Shidlovsky Oren Shidlovsky Oren-Hen Liat-First Ronit-Herbst Ilan 98.69
13 Karaivanov - Bulgaria Karaivanov Kalin-Rusev Toni-Aronov Victor-Zobu Ahu 98.39
14 Cohen Adi Cohen Adi-Sheffy Ron-Solnik Arie-Chalamish Moshe 96.52
. Lazar Alon-Goldring David-Tymianker Noah-Berkman Meir-Lazar
15 Berkman Meir Shuki-Chertock Leonid 95.82
16 Amit Micha Axelrod Asher-Bar-On Roni-Milgarter Nachum-Amit Micha-Levit 93.37

Yeshayahu-Tor Ronnie
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Everything depended upon the location of the ¢Q.
Had it been in North, 4& would have made and 3¥
would have gone down one. In the actual layout,
3¥ makes and 4# is down one. However, this
means that 4# is the winning action in both cases!
Nathalie Saada assessed the deal properly,
bidding 4% and scoring -50, while at the other
table Sergiu Covaliu doubled 3¥ for -530.

Dealer West, Vul All

& K854
v 95
* K64
* QJ83
& Q2 & AT76
v 176432 v Q8
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& AT7 & K642
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* QI732
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West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Saada Gelbard Zack Orenstein
Pass Pass 1% 1e
1v Dbl INT Pass
2v Pass Pass Pass

At first sight, eight tricks seem to be declarer’s limit,
but deeper analysis shows that neither defender
may open the spade suit, and that with careful
play North can be squeezed and/or endplayed.

Gelbard led the ¢4, ducked in dummy. Orenstein
switched to the #9, won in dummy, took the vQ
with the YA and played another club, won by
declarer’'s ace. Nathalie Saada entered dummy
with the ¢A and played another heart. South won
with the ¥K and tried another round of diamonds,
but Nathalie discarded a club!

North won the trick with the ¢K and played the
#Q out of necessity. Nathalie simply ruffed and
cashed her remaining trumps. North’s last three
cards were 4K8 #8, having to discard in front of
dummy’s AT #6. Gelbard had to pitch a spade,
and declarer’'s 4Q became her ninth trick. At the
other table, West managed only eight tricks at the
same contract.

This is our last exhibit from the BAM Teams, an
interesting, high-level event. Now the teams are
getting ready for the main event of the festival, the

S Open Teams.
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Dana and Noga playing against Assaf Lengy and
llan Bareket.
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big win in the last round, and it was the team of
Nathalie Saada which featured three members
of Israel's Women team: Nathalie, Dana Tal and
Noga Tal, together with their captain Michael
Barel and Michael’s regular partner Yaniv Zack.
They finished with 63 points, compared to 72
points scored by last year’s runaway winners, but
narrower victories are always sweeter.

Here are some hands from their earlier match
against the Engel team (Joseph Engel - Sergiu
Covaliu - Eitan Orenstein — Moti Gelbard).

The match started with a disaster for the Saada
team.

Dealer East, Vul E/W

& K532

v9

¢ AK953

& QTS5
& 86 “N & AQT974
o T VvV - = .84
* J9764 = & A8

e

v QJ52

¢+ QJ762

& K32
Saada Gelbard Zack Orenstein

14 Pass

Pass 2¢ 24 3e
Pass 3NT Dbl 4¢
Pass Pass Dbl All Pass

Yaniv Zack held an excellent hand, but it was clear
that his partner had nothing. His opponents bid to
3NT, which could have gone three down after the
correct lead of the #A, taking care of any singleton
honor in dummy.

In view of the fact that a similar situation was
likely to occur at the other table, Yaniv doubled,
attempting to win the board, but his greediness
did not pay off. Eitan Orenstein (South) ran away
promptly to 4¢, also doubled, and declarer Moti
Gelbard did not have much trouble making it. He
won the trump lead, drew another round of trumps
and played a small spade from hand. Zack won
the queen perforce, but was already decisively
endplayed. Plus 510.

At IMP teams, such a score may already settle a
short match, but at BAM teams this is just 1 board
out of 6. Saada’s team played the remaining five
boards much better than their opponents (winning

the match 9:3) with the team captain being
responsible for two excellent results:
Dealer West, Vul None

& QJog4
v K53
¢ A54
& 85
& AT73 W' & K52
vT i e v A92
¢ 17 A ¢ K93
& QJ432 O & KT76
406
v QJ8764
+ Q862
& A9
Saada Gelbard Zack Orenstein
Pass Pass 1% 2y
3 3v Pass Pass
?

Thus far the bidding was almost automatic, with
both sides simply following the Law of Total Tricks
with their respective 9-card fits. Now West has the
final say. At IMPs one would be inclined to Pass,
but this can’t be the winning action at BAM teams
with neither side vulnerable: If 3¥ fails, West does
best to double; If 3¥ makes, West should “sacrifice”
to 4% which is unlikely to cost more than -100. In
addition, 4% may make with a better score than
defeating 3v.

Dana and Noga Tal, members of the ;l}inning team,
playing against Yosi Engel and Sergiu Covaliu.




Eran Assaraf Meliana Sigal
Pass 1e
1v! 14
Pass

Eran Assaraf’s imaginative 1¥ response avoided
a low-scoring 14 contract and paved the way to the
winning spade contract. Then his partner Meliana
Sigal displayed accurate technique with a 4-3 fit
to ensure a winning board.

South (Polish Women international Cathy
Baldysz) led the ¥6, and declarer took the second
trick with the ¥K. Meliana led the #Q (covered) for
a successful finesse and finessed the &#J as well.
Next came the ¢K, taken by the ace. A third heart
was ruffed, two more clubs were cashed, ending
in dummy, another spade finessed, and then came
the ¢QJ. The latter was ruffed, at the expense
of North’s natural trump trick. At this stage (trick
12), dummy still had a trump to deal with a heart
continuation, so North (Piotr Walczak) led the #K.
Meliana won the #A and the 8 took the thirteenth
trick for +170, beating the +150 achieved at the
other table in a notrump partial.

Dealer East, Vul N/S

& A42
v 762
¢ 8754
& ATS
& T7 & K95
v AKIJ53 - v Q4
¢ 32 0 ¢ KQIT
* Q752 - * 9643
& QJ863
v T98
¢+ A96
& KJ
Eran Assaraf Piotr Meliana Cathy
Walczak Sigal Baldysz
Pass Pass
2y Pass Pass 24
Pass 3e All Pass

Another perfect move by Eran, opening a third-
seat weak 2 at favorable vulnerability with a 5-card
suit. North erred by raising two spades to three
(perhaps forgetting that his partner was already
a passed hand), and the punishment was swift:
West cashed three heart tricks and switched to
diamonds. Declarer calmly played trumps, and
East took the #K plus two diamond tricks for -200.
Cathy Baldysz should have gone all out to reduce

her losses, even risking down three. She could
cash the #K, run the #J, cross over to dummy with
the #A and discard a diamond on the #A. In that
case the score would have been -100, but even
that would not have helped, as at the other table
her teammates sitting E/W were down one in 3¥.
Team Tarnovski won that match by 10:2, and the
next two matches by 7:5, to share the lead after
the penultimate round with the Dmitry Milstein
team. The two leaders met for a decisive clash in
the final round.

During the first five board the Tarnovski team
showed clear supremacy, winning three boards
by a big margin and tying another one. When the
following deal was played, late at night, victory in
the match was already assured for the Tarnovski
team, but not overall victory in the tournament,
since other teams could overtake them in case of
a narrow win.

Dealer West, Vul All

& KQJ9
v5
¢ KQI975
& 52
& T643 72
v KT84 | v AQ32
+ T6 e A8
* KQ7 ~ * A9643
& A85
v 1976
¢ 432
& JT8

Medvedev A.Birman Chorney Padon
Pass Te INT Pass
2¢ 24 3v 44
4v Pass Pass Dbl
Pass Pass Pass

East's 1INT showed a four-card unspecified major
plus longer clubs, and West's 2¢ asked to name
the major. This rarely used convention proved to be
extremely successful in this case, propelling E/W
to an excellent 4¥ game with only 22 HCP. In fact,
friendly distributions would have allowed 11 tricks to
be made. At the table Michael Chorney (East) had
to play four rounds of trumps in order to get rid of
South’s ¥J9xx nuisance with the help of a finesse.
Then the clubs behaved, and the -790 score meant
that team Tarnovski won the decisive match by 7:5
and finished the tournament with 62 points.

One team did manage to overtake them with a




The BAM Teams

Ram Soffer

The BAM teams, a rather recent addition to the
festival program, has caughton very well. Monday’s
tournament attracted 59 teams, including all of
Israel's top players and several strong squads
from abroad.

The idea is a team tournament with matchpoint
scoring rather than IMPs. You get 2 points for
winning a board and 1 point for tying it. The amount
of difference in total points does not matter. Thus
an extra overtrick in a modest 1NT contract is no
less important than accurately bidding a big slam
hand. Everything counts.

The struggle for the top prizes was very tight. Only
three points separated the top six teams. Last
year winner’s Aida Minzli’s team with Efrat Oren-
Ehud Friedlander-lnon Liran-Ron Schwartz-
Lotan Fisher were somewhat unlucky to finish
sixth with a score of 60 (out of 96). Here is a nice
play by Ron Schwartz.

Dealer East, Vul None

& KT963
v3
+ A94
& K874
& Q752 a4
v A972 v KT8654
+ 876 + QlJ
* 96 & QI32
PUNLS
v QJ
¢ KT532
& ATS

At both tables North was declaring 44 and East
led a heart. Both Declarers ruffed the second
round, played a trump to the ace and ran the
spade jack, with East discarding. Of course, with
open cards they could easily make 12 tricks by
dropping the ¢QJ, but this was not the percentage
play. For example, if declarer draws all trumps
and then plays ¢AK, he will even go down in 44
against a normal diamond break. If he plays ¢AK
immediately (assuming a normal break) and gives
up a diamond, the defense continues hearts and
declarer can make only 10 tricks.

So both declarers made the correct move of
ducking a diamond to East at Trick 5. The plan was
to regain the lead, finish trumps and run diamonds

for 11 tricks, but another heart was returned.
Dummy had to ruff, and a club was discarded from
hand. The trump finesse was no longer available,
and declarer had to resort to a trump coup to get
to 11 tricks. The following cards were left:

& KT
v -
+ Ad
& K87
& Q7 o
v9 v T8
87 +Q
* 96 & QI32
o -
v -
¢ KT53
& ATS

At this point, the declarer at the other table (a
well-known international player) laid down the 4K,
conceded a trump and took the rest for +420. Ron
Schwartz cashed the ¢A (noting the fall of East’s
+Q) and the #K, then entered dummy with the ¢K
and continued diamonds. West was helpless: If
he ruffs, declarer overruffs, draws the last trump
and re-enters dummy with the #A. If he discards
twice, declarer also discards and a club lead from
dummy at trick 12 executes a trump coup.
Let's move on to the winners of the second prize,
the team of Bar Tarnovski with David Walhouse,
Eran Assaraf, Meliana Sigal, Dror Padon and
Alon Birman.
The winners of Sunday's Mixed Pairs event (see
report in our Hebrew section) performed extremely
well against the strong Polish team Connector,
putting themselves in contention for a second
successive title.
Dealer West, Vul E/W
& KT74
v AQ74
¢ T9
® 832
& 983
v T93
¢ 765
* AJ76 S
& 65
v 8652
¢ A432
* K94
Due to the fortunate layout, E/W can make a game,
but after a heart lead, 3NT is hopeless unless both
black suit finesses work. Anyway, the E/W cards
did not merit a game bid, so the problem was
getting to the highest scoring partial.

& AQI3
v KJ

+ KQJS
& QTS
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