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INTERVIEW
Maurizio Di Sacco

Ram Soffer

The participants of the Israel Bridge Festival,
as well as the Red Sea Festival, are already
accustomed to see Maurizio Di Sacco as the head
of the staff of directors. | took the opportunity to
have a short talk with the man who has become
one of the most senior TDs in the world and
‘the mind behind the organization” of the most
important championships.

When did you start to play bridge?

| started in 1980, at the age
of 19. | have won three Italian
championships and represented
my country in three world
championships. In Geneva 1990
and Albuquerque 1994 | reached
the finals of the World Pairs
Championships. | played every
year in the Italian Premier League
till I quit playing in 2002.

Meanwhile you started to advance
on the ladder of tournament
directing.

In 1987 | received my first license as a director.
Then | became national TD in 1991 and EBL TD
in 1996. The Rhodes Olympiad 1996 was the first
important international event where | served as
TD. Later | became Italian Chief TD in 2000 and
EBL Chief TD in 2006. This was the highest rank
available at the time. | am also WBF Chief TD.

In recent events you are no longer an ordinary
member of the staff of directors.

Right, | have been the general manager. | take care
of the whole organization, all the details, starting
my work months before the event. | deal with the
equipment, the programs and the network. In fact,
| am the mind behind the organization.

Does the organization of recent championships
involve a lot more electronic stuff?

Yes, the whole thing started in 2007 after | wrote
a project titled “paperless championship”. We
started using Bridge Mate as early as 2005. The
players like it much more this way, and we are
going to have more of it in the future.

In addition to those activities, you have been
recently promoting bridge vacations in Italy.

| am working together with the “Solo ltalia”
company. They have already sponsored the Red
Sea Festival some years ago. We invite players
from all over the world to the main bridge festivals
in Italy, and we are organizing new events, with
few bridge competitions and a lot of vacation.

How popular is bridge in Italy
recently?

Unfortunately, competitive bridge
is on the decline. Participation is
decreasing every year, but social
bridge is very popular, and our
bridge vacations are doing well.

How many players are registered
in the Italian Federation?

We have about 23,000, out of a
population of about 60 million.

This means that in Israel we have a higher
membership, relative to the population size.

Yes, Israeli bridge is organized very well, and you
are also doing extremely well in youth and junior
championships.

Do you think that Israel can occupy a permanent
place among the leading nations in bridge?

| believe that you need some big sponsors. Currently
this is the big advantage of teams like Italy and the
Netherlands. Their players are paid a very good
salary (about 150,000-200,000 Euros per year) in
order to concentrate on playing bridge. That’'s why
they have become so strong. | believe that with this
kind of sponsorship Israel could do just as well.

Let’s hope so. Thank you very much, and have a
pleasant time in Tel Aviv!



MIXED PAIRS
AND BAM
TEAMS

Ram Soffer

The second main event of the festival, the
traditional Mixed Pairs, took place on Sunday.
The winners were Clara Hetz-Eliran Argelazi
with a total score of 63.86%. They were closely
followed by llana Berner-Ron Pachtmann. The
second place winners produced the following nice
defense:

Board 16, Dealer West, Vul E/W

& AK

v K42

¢ AJ863

& J42
& JT73 s Q5
v 853 v IJT96
* K92 M ¢ Q754
& T75 & Q98

& 98642

v AQ7

¢ T

& AK63

Pachtmann Timyanker Berner Sorel
INT Pass 2y
Pass 24 Pass 3%
Pass 3NT All Pass

Declarer has eight top tricks, with various options
to develop more. After winning the vJ lead with the
king, he decided to develop spades by playing the
#AK followed by a heart to the ace and another
spade. This left him without a side entry to his
diamond suit, so Ron Pachtmann switched to a
small diamond after winning the «T. Declarer
ducked and East’s ¢Q won the trick. llana Berner
continued by removing dummy’s ¥Q, and another
spade was played to West’s jack.

Ron read the diamond position correctly, so he
switched to a small club. Declarer instantly tried
the #J, which was covered by the Q and K. Ron
inferred from declarer’s tempo that he didn’t have

the #9 (otherwise he would have had a choice of
plays). After taking his long spade winner, declarer
called for the #A. Ron completed his precise
defense by unblocking the #T, and llana won the
last two tricks with her #9 and ¥T — Down one!
llanaBernerwas even more successfulon Monday
when her team (Dror Padon, Lotan Fisher-Ron
Schwartz, Inon Liran-Ehud Friedlander) scored
a convincing win in the BAM Teams. From this
.event we report a nice play by llan Bareket

s Q6
v AQT52
+ K84
& AQ3
& K92 ‘ & T875
v 864 - v 73
¢ AT32 A ¢ 196
* 765 O & JT94
& AJ43
v KJ9
¢ Q75
& K82

The main difference between IMP Teams and BAM
Teams is that in the latter (almost) every board is
an interesting one! N/S should not try for a slam
with two balanced hands with a total of 31 HCP.
Therefore, at IMPs scoring this board would turn
into a dull push between two good teams.
However at BAM scoring there is always the little
matter of the extra overtrick. Bareket (North) re-
ceived the #J lead at 3NT. Declarer has nine top
tricks, and two more can easily be developed in
spades and diamonds.

Bareket won the opening lead with his #Q and con-
tinued with the 4Q, which won the trick! West was
trying to be fancy, hoping to mislead declarer by
ducking. However, East was a well-known player
who represented Israel many times. Declarer was
sure that he would have covered the #Q if he had
the #K.

Next declarer played a heart to the king and a dia-
mond to the king! It doesn’t happen very often that
declarer plays all four suits in the first four tricks of
a 3NT contract. After the ¢K won as well, Bareket
knew that West had both outstanding high cards.
Thus he could be strip-squeezed!

The rest of the hand was standard. Declarer
cashed out his winners, leaving #AJ4 in dummy.
At trick 10 West had to discard from K9 ¢AT. He
could not afford to bare his king of spades, so he
discarded a diamond and was immediately end-
played in that suit.
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1 g 5 4 58 YEARS OF CONTINUOUS INSPIRATION IN THE PURSUIT OF TECHNICAL PERFECTION

Heritage Black Bay is the direct descendant of Tudor’s technical success in Greenland on the wrists of Royal
Navy sailors. 58 years later, the Black Bay is ready to stand as its own legend.

TUDOR HERITAGE BLACK BAY I l l D OR

Self-winding mechanical movement, waterproof to 200 m, steel case 41 mm.

Visit tudorwatch.com and explore more. WATCH YOUR STYLE
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