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Board 20, Dealer West, VVul Both
& T75
v AT875
¢ J97
& K3
& Q3 & KJ842
v Q3 v J96
¢ 6532 ¢ QT
& AQT62 & Jo4
& A96
v K42
¢+ AK84
& 875
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
TV0 001 PN 0P 17 0N 19910 IN'T7
Pass Pass 14! Dbl
Rdbl Pass 2% Pass
34 491! All Pass
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THE MIXED PAIRS

Ram Soffer

Sunday saw the arrival of several strong foreign
players who are going to participate in the main
events of the festival. Until Saturday we had only
Israeli winners, but on Sunday the French-Polish
combination of Sophie Waksman and Wojciech
Uszynski won the mixed pairs by a huge margin
of 4.16% from 2" place, and on Monday it was
the turn of the Serbian team (Radisic-Aliman-
Parezanin-Duricic) to with the BAM teams with the
Israel open team a close second.

During the mixed pairs | was kibitzing some well
known players. The following four hands caught
my attention.

Board 5, Dealer North, Vul N/S

& AKS86

v AK6

¢+ J86

% K93
& QT42 & J75
¥ Q953 v T82
¢ K543 ¢+ AQ9
*Q & J742

& 93

v J74

¢ T72

& AT865
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South

Ilan Herbst
INT All Pass

The modest 1NT contract was an opportunity for
llan Herbst to show his exceptional declarer skills.
Eastled the #2 (4" best), West played his singleton
Q and North's K won. There were nine sure tricks

following the club finesse, but llan wanted more.
He watched the opponent's discards carefully. On
the long clubs West discarded 2 diamonds and 2
spades. llan decided that it was not dangerous
to lead diamonds. East took the J with the Q and
thoughtlessly cashed his A, crushing his partner's
K. Now llan had 10 tricks, and when the ¢T was
played West was unsure which suit to keep. She
left her ¥Q unguarded and llan finished with 11
tricks — a top.

Board 13, Dealer North, Vul Both

& 83
v T92
¢+ KJo6
& Q9873
& QT6 & K752
v AKQIJS83 v 754
¢ 952 ¢ A73
&T & 652
& AJ94
vo6
¢ QT84
& AKJ4
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Greenstein Engel Brifman  Molcho
Pass Pass 18
1v 3 Pass Pass
Pass

Weak jumps in competition are very efficient,
and this hand provides a good example. North's
"book" bid may be 2, but his jump to the three
level silenced the opposition. Both East and West
felt they were lacking a little to bid 3¥ vulnerable.
Had West known East's hand, it would of course
be different. South had no trouble collecting 10
tricks for a very good score, while East-West could
make 9 tricks in a heart contract.
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Board 23, Dealer South, Vul Both

& K43
v T53
¢ J9873
& 97
& QJT62 & 9875
v A62 ¥ K9
¢ QT ¢ AK4
& QJ6 & KTR&2
o A
v QJ874
¢ 652
& A543
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Yaniv Zack
1v
1e Pass 44 All Pass
East-West quickly reached 4. The most

threatening lead is the #9 (looking for a ruff), but
top players usually stay away from adventurous
leads (that's why they are so successful) and Yaniv
Zack preferred his partner's suit. The contract
looked safe, but imperfect declarer play gave the
defense a chance. Declarer decided to start with
three rounds of hearts (which were not necessary)
and ruff in dummy. When South won her #A she
continued with a 4" heart. Paradoxically, this "ruff
and discard" proved to be the best defense, as
declarer discarded the #Q, North also discarded
a club, and dummy ruffed. Now declarer should
have secured the contract by three rounds of
diamonds, discarding another club from her hand,
but she continued with another trump.

Yaniv won the trick with the 4K and continued
with his sole remaining club. He was happy when
partner produced the ace, but to his dismay she

continued with her 5" heart (instead of a club ruff)
and the contract made after all. Life is not easy for
experts playing with inexperienced partners...
Board 25, Dealer North, Vul E/W

& T73
v AK7
¢ AT7432
& 53
& AQ92 & K4
vlJ ¥ 9532
¢+ K ¢ QJ86
& KQIT976 & A82
& JB65
¥ QT864
¢ T95
& 4
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Friedlander Zinger
Te Pass Pass
248 Pass 2NT Pass
3NT Pass Pass Pass

It often happens in matchpoint events that the
charm of the extra 10 points lures players into
losing NT contract when the hand should have
been played in a suit contract. In this case it's hard
to complain about East's 2NT bid, but West should
have known better with her 7-4 distribution. In my
opinion a 34 bid was called for. East could still
have 4 spades. And in the actual deal 34 would
have helped him to realize the heart weakness
and settle for the winning 5& contract.

Marica Zinger made a nice lead - ¥6 - preferring
her own suit to partner's better minor (a diamond
lead may also set if North finds the switch) and the
defense quickly collected five heart tricks plus the
ace of diamonds for down two.
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