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Dear Bridge Friends,

Itis a great pleasure and honor to welcome
youtothe 44th International Bridge Festival
in Tel Aviv.

| especially want to extend a warm
welcome to our overseas guests. Bridge is
atruly international sport and international
festivals and competitions are wonderful
opportunities for players from different
countries and cultures to mingle and get
to know each other. At the table there is
competition, but away from the table there
Is friendship and understanding.

| wish you all success in your endeavors
here in Tel Aviv. May the best win, but
more importantly, | wish you an enjoyable
and memorable Festival.

Yours Sincerely,

Eitan Levy
IBF President.

72'0090 "9ONNYWDT7 DITY
43-0 "'DINTI"AN

, DN AT NFNYI DMNAN

nX 7ap% N7 aNan par 7 NI 71m T
N 7w 44-0 ixh1an ‘aTan 2'0o091 0oe
falat

N'NIIX? NN N> V'WINT TNIF YON X
JAIRT-2 0190 QY NNXA XN AT 579NN
NI'AT DN DMIR?-'A D'WIN'RIE 01721009
NINIY NN NIXAIRA DIZNYWY  NIKTO)
[N7IUN T2 NV IR R YTINNYI1 TR AaTANNY
NITT AW IN7IY7 yinn 22X NNNN N
.N1anl

XD IWYN MWK 752 NN%x¥N 017107 NN X
2lvN 72X ,NXY AN Q10N DT ' QAKX N
NNy NINn 72'009 DO7 AW NN Ty
.D21N>'T

,0D"7v

7 X
‘ATMA7 NN NITARNAN N'Y)



Dear Friends,
Welcome to the Family of Bridge
Players,

We all gather again for our wonderful annual
celebration of bridge, dedicating some time
to the game we love so much.

For the first time in several years, the IBF
is again responsible for the management
of the Festival. We attempted to adjust and
to innovate at the initiative of Assaf Lengy
and according to his ideas.

This year we expect lively participation in
our Festival. We believe that more than 40
guests are coming from abroad, including
three international tournament directors.
We have tightened the co-operation with
the bridge clubs, the cultural centers, the
instructive games pupils and the children
who learn bridge. We hope that each bridge
player finds in our Festival something to his
liking.

This coming Sunday, 21th of February, we
will have an “open day” at the morning for
the parents of young bridge students and
anyone interested in bridge. It is going to
include demonstration lessons under the
auspices of club managers.

From you we expect only to enjoy the bridge
and to keep a pleasant sportsmanlike
atmosphere around the tables.

Yours truly,

Modi Kenigsberg
IBF Chairman
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Ton Kooijman

We would like to welcome our special guests, the
overseas international tournament directors who join
our own international and senior directors led by Ilan
Shezifi, Israel’s Chief TD, in order to ensure the highest
standard of umpiring at this Festival.

Maurizio di Sacco and Ton Kooijman are no
strangers to Israel and have joined us many times at our
festivals. Both Maurizio and Ton are Chief TDs of the
European Bridge League and members of the World
Bridge Federation Laws Committee, of which Ton is
the chairman. In addition to their extensive experience
as directors at the European as well as the World level,
they are also top bridge administrators, having served
as Technical Directors and Operation Directors at many
European and World events.

Yakup ("Kuba'") Kasprzak of Poland is a young TD
at the beginning of his international career. Last year he
was a TD at the Universities Championship, and earlier
this month he received his international certification
after successfully completing an intensive course and
examination.

Yakup “Kuba” Kasprzak
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THE
ISRAELI
JUNIORS

Ram Soffer

The Israeli bridge scene has
changed remarkably in the
past few years, thanks to an
extremely talented group of
Junior players, who keep winning
medals in European and World
Championships. Their presence
was clearly felt in the 2009 Tel
Aviv Festival, where our top
three junior pairs won the 2, 31
and 4" places in the Open Pairs,
and a junior team comprising
Bar Tarnovski, Dror Padon,
Lotan Fisher and Ron Schwarz
triumphed in the Open Teams.
However, in this short article |
will concentrate on another junior
pair, who have already played
together for several years.

Alon Birman is the son of
David Birman, coach of the
Isragli Juniors who has done a
tremendous work with them in
the pasttwo decades. His partner
is Eliran Argelazi who (together
with Lotan Fisher who was 12
then) already played (Torquay
2002) for the Schools (under 20)
team at the age of 13.

His Facebook page states:
"Eliran Argelazi is an lIsraeli
professional poker and bridge
player... Eliran Argelazi is also
World and European Champion
U20 in Bridge and lately won
the second place in the U25
European Championship. Eliran
Is looking forward to finish his
service in the army and then go
to LAS VEGAS." Naturally Eliran
would love any opportunity for

a bluff at the bridge table, as
another member of our schools
team, Gal Gerstner, found out
during the 2009 Festival.

& KQJ

v AK543

¢ Q97

& 87
& AT654 N & 9832
v J8 S ~ v Q762
¢ A32 ¢+ KT4
® QTS & 32

a7

v T9

¢ 1865

& AKJ964

After the defense started with a
spade to the ace and another
spadeitlookedjustaroutine 3NT.
Declarer would have to concede
one club trick before claiming 9
tricks. However, Eliran carefully
observed the entryless dummy
and saw his chance to shine.
When in trick 3 Gal played a club
to the J, Eliran dropped the T,
risking an overtrick and a bottom
score if declarer called his bluff!
Declarer took it for a genuine
singleton (and why not?). Against
the probable 4-1 club break a 2™
finesse seemed necessary, and
of course it led to the demise of
the contract, as the whole club
suit was lost and declarer ended
up with a miserable score of 4
down.

We move on to a hand played
by Eliran's regular partner, Alon
Birman, during the 2007 Tel Aviv
Festival.

& Q964
Y 64
¢ T96
& T872
& Al N & T53
v A7 AF ~ v KJT983
¢ 1753 W ¢ AK
® A9654 * K3
4 K872
¥ Q52
¢ Q842

& QJ

Alon (East) had to play a
tough 6Hx contract. South
led a space and Alon ducked.
Understandably North feared
spade ruffs, but his heart return
greatly helped declarer's cause.
Still the slam was problematical
due to the 4-2 club break. Alon
drewtrumps, playedthe top clubs
and ruffed a club in his hand.
Dummy did not have enough
entries to establish the suit, but
a criss-cross squeeze came to
the rescue. Alon just cashed the
remainder of his trumps, and this
was the endgame position:

9

v -

+ T96

& T
oA N & T5
v- Wt cAE
¢ J75 ¢+ AK
®9 & -

& K8

v -

¢ Q84

o -
On the last trump dummy

discards a club, and South is
squeezed in diamonds and
spades. While executing the
criss-cross squeeze declarer
must read the defender's hand
correctly in order to cash the right
ace first. Alon was up to this task
and notched up a big swing.
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The “announcement” is made by the partner immediately after the player has bid, according to the table below.

Announcements

OPENING DESCRIPTION ANNOUNCEMENT ALL OTHERS
2+ cards “Minimum 2~
1n 3+ cards “Minimum 3” Alert !
4+ cards “Minimum 4”
Strong club 16+ “strong”
3+ cards “Minimum 3”
Te Alert !
4+ cards “Minimum 4”
INT According to points “12-147, “15-17" etc (Alert *)
Very strong 23+ “Very strong”
2% Alert !
Precision style "Precision " *
Weak — only ¢ "weak"
2¢ Strong with ¢ "strong" Alert !
Multi type * "multi" *
ow/2a Weak 1n the sult. b1(.1 wea Alert !
Strong in the suit bid "strong"
OPENING | RESPONSE DESCRIPTION ANNOUNCEMENT ALL OTHERS
Forcing 1 round “forcing”
1w/a INT : Alert !
Natural non-forcing
INT 2 Regular Stayman * "Stayman” Alert!
INT 2¢/w/a | transfer "transfer" Alert !
invitational "invitational"
INT 2NT Alert !
transfer "transfer"

+ NOTES:

Special bidding systems or unusual agreements must be pre-alerted. (examples: Precision Club; unusual 2

openings; non-standard NT range)

“All others” refers also to deviations from a normal bid; for example if INT opening can be made with a

singleton it should be alerted; or if 10 is usually 5 and only 4 with 4441 distribution.

“Multi” can include various strong possibilities, but MUST include an option of a WEAK hand with a major

suit.

“Regular Stayman” refers to all types of Stayman with the standard answers. The 20 question need not promise

a four card major nor any particular strength.
NOTE: Doubles and redoubles are NOT announced and NOT alerted.




