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Dear Bridge Friends,

It is a great honor and pleasure for me
to welcome you at the 46" International
Bridge Festival in Tel Aviv.

| especially want to extend a warm
welcome to our overseas guests. Bridge
is a truly international sport. International
festivals and competitions are wonderful
opportunities for players from different
countries and cultures to mingle and get to
know each other. While at the table there
may be competition, away from the table
there is friendship and understanding
among us.

We are honored to host some world-
class players in this festival. | wish you all
a lot of success in your endeavors here
in Tel Aviv. May the best win, but more
importantly, | wish you an enjoyable and
memorable festival.

Yours Sincerely,

Eitan Levy
IBF President
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Dear Friends,
Welcome to the 46™ Tel Aviv Bridge Festival!

As in each February, we gather once again for our
traditional annual celebration of bridge, dedicating
some time to our beloved game.

We expect wide-ranging participation in this festival,
including many world-class overseas players and
two international tournament directors from Italy and
Poland.

Our festival includes special events featuring the bridge
clubs, the local cultural centers, the instructive game
pupils and above all the children learning bridge, the
future of our game. This is an opportunity to thank our
coordinator Oriyah Meir and all the teachers who work
within the IBF for their dedicated work to promote
future generations of bridge players.

Asyoumay know, beginning 2010, the IBF has entrusted
the organization of the Festival to Assaf Lengy. I have
no doubts that together with our dedicated staft he will
do his best to provide you with an enjoyable festival of
extremely high quality. In this respect I should mention
that festival activities are updated every year, and new
attractive events are added.

We expect you to keep a pleasant and sportsmanlike
atmosphere around the tables. We hope that this festival
is going to be very exciting. May all of you have a lot
of fun!

Yours truly,
Modi Kenigsberg
IBF Chairman
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Padon made, and the final blow was dealt in the
penultimate board:

Board 31, Dealer S, Vul N/S

& T743

v KJ

+ KT5

& T652
s 52 & 96
v T54 v AQ932
+ Q96 e J84
& AKQS84 & J73

& AKQI8

v 876

* A732

&9

South was playing 44 in both tables. Alan Sontag
started the defense with two high clubs. Fisher
(South) quickly seized his chance, playing a
diamond to the ten in order to avoid the danger
hand. Later a heart was discarded from dummy on
declarer’s fourth diamond.

At the other table Dror Padon led the #A, and...
stopped to think. It was clear to the BBO viewers
that his next card was going to decide the match.
Fortunately Dror analyzed the hand properly and
switched to a heart, setting the contract and taking
our juniors to the finals, where they had to meet
the Australian Open team.

After some wild deals to begin with (28:14 to
Australia after four boards), Israel took command
and finished the first set with a promising lead of
55:28. The following deal was a joy to watch:

Board 11, Dealer S, Vul None

& QIT43

v J64

* K4

& 643
& AK765 & 982
v K8752 v QY3
* 8 e 62
& AS & KJT82

Q -

v AT

+ AQIT9753

& Q97

Schwartz Fisher
Te
2¢ Pass 2v 3¢
3v Pass Pass 3NT!
Pass Pass Pass

East-West reached 3v after a Michaels cuebid.
Should South bid his 8-card diamond suit once
again? Lotan Fisher saw deeper. For him East’s
choice of hearts indicated that North had good
spades. He gambled on 3NT, and partner brought
down the perfect dummy. Plus 430 to Israel after a
small spade lead.

Padon A. Birman
K
1e Pass 24 4¢
4a Dbl All Pass

At the other table West's hand was unsuitable
for a Michaels cuebid according to their system
(either strong or weak). As a result West reached
the unfortunate contract of 44, doubled by North.
At this stage it seemed that Israel may lose some
IMPs, but Dror Padon played brilliantly. He ruffed
the second round of diamonds, played a club to
the king and then a heart to the king, followed by
the #A and a small heart from both hands, won
perforce by South’s ace. South continued with
another diamond. Declarer discarded a heart and
North had to ruff high.

Dummy won the next heart trick, followed by a
club ruff and a heart lead from West. Once again
North had to ruff high, and he had to lead to trick
11 from his 4Q43. Endplay! Somehow five certain
defensive tricks were reduced to four. Declarer
ended up just down one, and Israel gained 8 IMPs.
Our juniors played the next two sets well enough
to preserve their big lead, and their victory was no
longer in any doubt. Thus their dream year ended
with a World Open title.

Lotan Fisher and Dror Padon are just 22 years
old; Alon Birman and Ron Schwartz are both 25.
Evidently their future looks very bright. Their next
goal is the final of the Israeli Open Team Trials,
scheduled to take place in March. Meanwhile,
they are the team to beat in the 2012 Tel Aviv
International Bridge Festival.



The following deal is taken from the match against
second-placed ltaly, led by their Open team
member Agustin Madala.

Board 2, Dealer E, Vul N/S

& KQIJ6
v QJ52
¢ AQ
& 432
& 43 & TO8S5
v AT v K76
¢ JT764 ¢ 983
& QT86 > & AJ5
& A72
¥ 9843
¢+ K52
& K97
Padon Delle Cave A. Birman Madala
Pass Pass
Te Dbl INT Dbl
2% 2¢ Pass 2y
Pass 4v All Pass

Padon’s very light opening in third seat could not
keep the Italians out of game, but then he found the
excellent lead of the 44, preparing a ruff. Madala
won the #K and cashed his ¢AQ. At this stage he
missed the winning play — a club towards the K.
Instead he played a spade to the ace, which
proved inadequate. After a club was discarded on
the ¢K, Padon put up his ace at the first round
of trumps, entered his partner’s hand with the #A
and got the desired spade ruff.

This board ended in a push. In the other room the
Italian East-West pair did well to defeat North’s
3NT contract. Eventually Italy won 16-14, but it
was too little, too late.

After their success at Albena, our juniors received
an invitation to play at the World Transnational
teams in October, so they travelled again to the
Netherlands. Some other team might have viewed
it as a learning experience, but our Juniors always
play to win any tournament! Although they were
not dominant at the Swiss stage, they did enough
to qualify for the knock-out stage, and then the
real fun started.

China’s Open team proved no match at the
quarterfinals, as the following hand demonstrated:

Board 11, Dealer S, Vul None

& K4
v AKQ5
¢ KT852
& J6
& T9876 & AQJ532
Y6 v J8743
¢ J7 ¢+ A9
& KT742 & -
Q -
v T92
¢+ Q643
& AQI9853
Schwartz Fisher
Pass
Pass INT Dbl 3a
Dbl o¢ All Pass
Padon A. Birman
Pass
Pass INT Dbl 3NT
Pass Pass 4e 5%
5e Dbl All Pass

Both Norths opened a strong no-trump. In both
cases East doubled to show some kind of a two-
suiter. Fisher’s accurate 34 bid showed a shortage
with length in both minors. Consequently Schwartz
bid 5¢, which made after East failed to find the
killing heart lead.

The Chinese South chose an unscientific 3NT bid,
and then tried 5%. Padon could have just passed it
out, taking whatever plus score was there, but he
trusted his partner’s 44 bid at equal vulnerability,
and bid 54 to make! The spade position was
obvious from North’s opening bid of 1NT. Alon
Birman finessed in spades and established hearts
with three ruffs in dummy to make his contract. As
a result our juniors earned a double-game-swing
on their way to a resounding victory.

In the semifinals they had to face an excellent
American team. Israel led 45-32 at half time, but
then they were deducted 7 IMPs for slow play!
With five deals to go the Americans seemed
to be cruising home with a 56-41 lead, but then
Alan Sontag failed in a 4¥ contract which Dror



At the other table the Swedes stopped in 3NT,
but Fisher recognized the potential of his 6-4
distribution and decided to bid on with 4&. Some
cuebids followed, and a small slam was duly
reached.

North led her #Q. Had declarer drawn trumps, he
might have lost two heart tricks later, but Lotan
Fisher drew some conclusions from North’s 34 bid.
She was probably short in both hearts and clubs.
Therefore, when the #J dropped under the ace,
he abandoned trumps and played a small heart
to the ten in dummy — a key play, as North was
the danger hand (South was waiting for a spade
ruff). Later, when North did not follow to the #Q,
declarer played ¥K, YA and ruffed his last heart
safely in dummy to land the contract.

Israel’s emphatic win in Amsterdam served merely
as preparation for the “real deal” — the European
Junior championship in Albena, Bulgaria. Despite
numerous high finishes during the last decade,
Israel had never won the gold previously. The
Israelis started excellently and built a big lead at
the halfway stage. Despite all their efforts, their
rivals could never close the gap.

The following well-bid hand was played against
Turkey.

Board 19, Dealer S, Vul E/W

& A942
v7
¢ 75
& KJ9643
o - & Q763
v AKQ65 v T42
¢ AKQIJ3 ¢ T964
& T72 & AR
& KJT85
v J98&3
¢+ 82
& Q5
Padon A. Birman
2¢
4¢ Pass 4v Pass
Pass 4a 5¢ Pass
6e Pass Pass Pass

South opened an aggressive multi 2¢ based on a
5-card suit. West’s 4¢ bid was standard: a strong

5-5 with diamonds and an unknown major. East
expressed his desire to play either 4% or 44, and at
this stage West had no reason to bid further.

After West's Pass, North deduced that his partner
had spades and made a “natural” sacrifice at 4.
Alon Birman competed to 5¢, and Dror Padon
reasoned that at unfavorable vulnerability his
partner needed to have club values besides
diamond support.

His 6¢ bid was perfect. The trump division was
2-2, so West had two trumps left in dummy, which
sufficed to ruff a club loser and establish the heart
suit. Declarer lost just one club trick, making his
slam while the Turkish West played in 5¢.

Board 12, Dealer W, Vul N/S

& T6
¥ K83
¢ AQT976
& 94
& K943 : & AJ7
v AQ5 v4
*J ¢ 5432
& J6532 & AKQTS
& Q852
v JT9762
¢+ K8
&7
Padon A. Birman
Pass 2¢ 34 Pass
4¢ Pass 4v Pass
4a Pass ANT Pass
5% Pass 6% All Pass

As West was a passed hand, Padon could afford
a splinter bid of 4¢ which landed his partner in a
touch-and-go slam.

Had South led his partner's diamond suit,
declarer might well have pinned his hopes on
the heart finesse, which was doomed to fail. But
the Hungarian defender chose the “safe” lead of
the vJ, which placed the ¥K at North besides two
diamond honors. Since North opened a weak two,
the #Q was marked in the South hand.

Alon Birman knew that both major suit finesses
were going to fail, and his only chance was to
find a doubleton spade ten in North. Therefore he
eventually led the #A followed by the #J to make
his contract.



A DREAM YEAR FOR THE ISRAELI JUNIOR TEAM

Ram Soffer

In 2010 Israel won the World’s Junior Team
Championships in Philadelphia. However, in 2011
our Junior players (in a slightly different line-up)
did not rest on their laurels. On the contrary, they
set about winning everything in sight.

What is their secret? First and foremost, they are
brilliant bridge players. In preparing this article |
had to lay aside many outstanding hands due to
space considerations, and the chosen examples
speak for themselves. In addition, they have that
special drive to win which separates ordinary
good players from champions. Despite their huge
successes, they are never complacent. One must
also mention Israel’s long-standing junior coach
David Birman, who has given them tremendous
help.

It all started in the traditional White House Junior
tournament in Amsterdam. Israel had previously
won this event twice, but in 2011 they dominated
it from start to finish, first winning the round-robin
stage by a huge margin, then trouncing Sweden
and France in the knock-out stage.

From this tournament | have chosen two slam
hands, brilliantly bid and played by Ron Schwartz-
Lotan Fisher.

Board 21, Dealer N, Vul N/S

& T3

v 38

¢ AKJ9653

* KQ5
o AKQS6 s 1752
v KJ4 v A962
* T82 Lo -
& T8 & AJ942

& 94

v QT753

¢ Q74

& 763

Fisher Tuczynski ~ Schwartz Jassem
1e Dbl 1v
2¢ 3¢ Pass Pass
3a Pass 4a Pass
e Pass 6¢ Pass
Oe Pass Pass Pass

Few pairs would have considered bidding a slam
with 23 HCP after the opponents had opened
(and responded), but Schwartz correctly doubled
with his shapely 10 HCP, and Fisher realized his
hand was too good for an ordinary 44 bid. When
North rebid his diamonds, it offered him further
encouragement, as East’s points were obviously
elsewhere. The 54 bid asked East for a diamond
control. 6¢ showed first control, but West had no
aspirations for a grand slam.

Fisher made the slam easily when North split his
club honors after the #T was led from hand. In any
case, a successful heart finesse was there for the
taking.

Board 11, Dealer S, Vul None

& QJT9842
v 92
¢+ KQ7
& J
& K5 & A73
v A743 v KT8
* 4 ¢ A952
& AQT753 & K84
a6
v QJ65
¢ JT863
& 962
Fisher C. Rimstedt  Schwarz Gronkvist
Pass
1% 34 3NT Pass
44 Pass 4e Pass
4v Pass 4a Pass
ANT Pass 5¢ Pass
O% Pass Pass Pass



IMINND X7 OYo X’
"FNWNT7 1UXn?7

JITWIND IN,OTINW 70 O 11INNW3
JW7WN 717 11"21,120 TV

O'JNN 123 0J7W 0'WInNn O0vJJwn
www.ad-120.co.il nwng OIXn7

d1{2]0 *6120

J1119 111J01N NDW1 MInt

T T T I®
ok ,} ‘pﬁ i
LR AR i @

L

0"1AN N2 NV i R B TR L
W7V 7'A7 %E""&E?: J;ZI_K 7m man WA TInATan e 1°'X7 WX an

22N 712 N"20 - 17w T1N2 N0 « 1'X7 TUNXI1A N'An « cEER *6120 « 'W'7WN 7717 O'1AN 12 NW



