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One frequently hears about “Hamman’s rule” (when
there is a choice between alternative contracts, prefer
3NT if possible) but in this case applying it was a
disaster for East-West. The East hand with 5-card
support for West’s 2™ suit, a void and two aces is just
too much trump-oriented. 5% was an absolutely safe
contract, and in fact 6 also rolls home after a successful
diamond finesse and a cross-ruff. However, in 3NT
Shoshana Ronen’s only chance was to guess the clubs.
The normal play for a 2-2 break left her 1 down, as
the other suits did not provide any hope of developing
tricks. Remarkably, the East-West pair at the other table
made the same error and there was no swing.

Board 17, Dealer N, Vul None

& K65
v 19762
¢ 185
& 96

o AJT974 N

v- v AKQS5

¢ AT2 W S , .

& KJ85 5 & AQ7432

s Q2

s 83

v T43

+ KQ97643
&T

Although it is debatable whether East’s best opening
bid is 1 or 19, her jump to 3 followed by 4# after her
partner’s 4" Suit Forcing aptly described her hand. It
may seem imprudent to bid a grand slam without asking
for either aces or trump honors, but Benny Libster drew
the right inference from his partner’s bidding that she
has nothing in diamonds and is unlikely to have much
in spades, therefore she is almost assured to have the
AQ of clubs, and in case she has six clubs, even the Q
is not necessary. His bold bid proved successful when
Shoshana drew trumps in 2 rounds, discarded a spade
on the diamond ace and ruffed out the spade suit. As
an afterthought it should be mentioned that East-West’s
task was made easier by South’s decision to keep quiet
despite having 7 good diamonds (I would have loved to
preempt there, but each player has his own style). The
grand slam brought in 11 decisive IMPs for Benny and
Shoshana’s team which also included Ehud Friedlander
and Marica Zinger.
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CLUB
SLAMS

Ram Soffer

Deals involving slams are supposed to be rare, and
the club suit is traditionally the most neglected one.
The statisticians among you may try to compute the
probability that four potential club slams would arise
in six random deals. This was actually the situation in
the 5 round of the Mixed Teams on Thursday, and it
provided an interesting bidding challenge to two very
capable pairs whom I was kibitzing: Adrian Schwarz
(North) and Nurit Graizer (South) vs Shoshana Ronen
(East) and Benny Libster (West).

Board 14, Dealer E, Vul None

& A5
¥ Q6
¢+ AKQ76
& KQTS
& J72 N & KQT93
¥ 985 v AT43
+ 8532 b = 4 T4
* J76 S & 32
& 864
v KJ72
¢+ J9
& A954
West | North | East | South
Libster  Schwarz = Ronen Graizer
Pass Pass
Pass 2NT Pass 3%
Pass 3¢ Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass

The 2NT opening is often described by experts as the
“slam killer”, and here it indeed did its ugly job. In a
matchpoints pairs event it may be more sensible opening
bid with North’s 5-4-2-2 hand, but this was IMP teams.
After 2NT South had nothing to do but use Stayman
and bid a routine game, while after a start like 14 —
1¥ — 3% a final contract of 6& would be conceivable
(true, a 1# intervention from East may complicate
things a little bit). Based on the North-South cards, the
club slam needs little more than a 3-2 trump break to

succeed. South’s losing spades would be discarded on

North’s diamonds.

Board 15, Dealer S, Vul N/S
& AKS
v A75
¢ KJ
& KQ983
& QT973
¥ 632
¢ 754
& 75

a6

v QT98
* QT862
& T64

W =

& J542
v KJ4
¢ A93
& AJ2

Although bidding a slam is fairly obvious with the
North cards, it is an awkward hand to respond to 1.
Of course those who play Inverted Minors (where
a 2& response is forcing) have no problems, but this
convention is not everyone’s cup of tea. In general I like
the idea that whenever you are forced to bid a non-real
suit, do it in a minor and not in a major suit. After South
supported North’s “spades™ he was no doubt fearing
complications and decided just to sign off in 6 clubs. A
sequence like 1&% — 14 — 14 — 2% would have left some
space to investigate a possible grand. A successful heart
finesse saw the contract home, but North-South lost 2
IMPs as the other table played 6NT. In this case I see
no particular advantage for the club slam over the NT
slam.
Board 16, Dealer W, Vul E/'W

& J652

v Q53

¢ KT643

& 7

*Q
v A98764
¢ 92 W

& AJ96 S

& A9843
N v
|+ AQ7
& KT842

& KT7

v KIT2

+ J85

& Q53
West | North | East | South
Ronen  Graizer

Libster . Schwarz

1v Pass 1e Pass

2% Pass 2¢ Pass

2v Pass 3NT Pass
Pass Pass



