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Welcome to our Dear Guests from abroad who have bothered to honor us with their participation
in the 43" International Bridge Festival, a traditional event that has grown to become one of the

greatest in Europe .

We wish you success in the Competitions you take part in, and invite you to spend some of your
time, sightseeing our wonderful country and also try to relax.

Best wishes,
Zvi Ben Tovim
President, Israel Bridge Federation.
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By Pietro Campanile

It seems only yesterday that we saw
the festival porters quickly fold up the
hundreds of playing tables and chairs
as the last players slowly strolled out
of the main Hall, still busily recollecting
hands and day-dreaming about missed
opportunities.

Was that really a year ago?

Time goes quickly in a land where every
day can herald dramatic news and yet
amidst the many changes that this year
has brought, bridge players from all
over Israel have been eagerly looking
forward to their International Festival
and to a chance to play against the best
players from Israel and abroad.

The many returning overseas guests
must feel that nothing has changed:
the same smooth organization, the
same warm hospitality, including the
almost guaranteed sunny weather as
part of a special deal reached locally
with the Great Shuffler, and the same
enthusiastic and tireless assistants
which have helped to make this festival
such a success.

| invite all the Israeli players taking part
to the festival to make our overseas
guest feel welcome. To them go our
heartfelt thanks for their continuous
patronage of this event, without which
the "International" label attached
to it would become a meaningless
adjective.

Too much talk and not enough play
can drive the bored reader away... so
here is a nice hand played a couple of
years ago in the Festival open teams
event by Jerry Stamatov, a Bulgarian
international.

Dealer West — East-West vulnerable

& AQJ5
WV A87
* K65
& J76
N
\%Y% E
S
& 1062
L
% AJ10932
& Q42
West  North East South
Tsonchev Stamatov
1v Dbl 29 3¢
Pass 3y Pass 5¢
Pass Pass Pass

How would you play 5¢ after West leads
the ¥Q?

Stamatov immediately started gathering
clues from the auction and the lead to
help him make his contract. First he

realized that West lead immediately
pinpointed several important cards:

1) East must have the ¥K

2) West cannot have the #AK as he
would have led them, so East must
have one of them.

3) That means that both the ¢Q and the
K must be with West.

Following these vital inferences,
declarer made sure to finesse the
diamonds, instead of playing for the
drop with nine trumps on the line and,
aware of the fact that he needed to
avoid three club losers and that spades
could not possibly split 3-3, he played
for the one position in the suit which
allows him a club discard: a singleton
#Kin West. Instead of running the #10,
declarer a small spade from hand and
was rewarded when west's 4K was
indeed singleton. The fourth spade in
dummy allowed him a club discard and
the game was made for a sizeable gain
when at the other table the contract was
3NT-2, when declarer played East for
the ¢Q.

Here is the whole hand:

& AQJS5

¥ AR7

% K65

& J76
N & 08743
¥ K62
*7
& K953

&K
¥ QJ10953
* Q84
& A108 S
& 1062
v4
® AJ10932
2 Q42

\W% 1§
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the table below.

|Announcements|

The “announcement” is made by the partner immediately after the player has bid, according to

OPENING DESCRIPTION ANNOUNCEMENT ALL OTHERS
2+ cards “Minimum 2’
3+ cards “Minimum 3>’ Alert !
1 °
4+ cards “Minimum 4>
Strong club 16+ “strong”
3+ cards “Minimum 3>’
1e Alert !
4+ cards “Minimum 4>
INT According to points “12-14>, <“15-17 etc (Alert *)
Very strong 23+ “Very strong”
2 Alert !
Precision style "Precision " *
Weak — only ¢ "weak"
2e¢ Strong with ¢ "strong" Alert !
Multi type * "multi" *
Se/2a Weak in the suit bid weak Alert !
Strong in the suit bid "strong"
OPENING | RESPONSE DESCRIPTION ALL OTHERS
Forcing 1 round “forcing”
1e/a Alert !
Natural non-forcing
1NT Regular Stayman * "Stayman” Alert !
INT 2e/v/a transfer "transfer" Alert !
invitational "invitational"
INT Alert !
transfer "transfer"
* NOTES:

e Special bidding systems or unusual agreements must be pre-alerted. (examples:
Precision Club; unusual 2 openings; non-standard NT range

e “All others” refers also to deviations from a normal bid; for example if 1NT opening
can be made with a singleton it should be alerted; or if 1¢ is usually 5 and only 4
with 4441 distribution.

e “Multi” can include various strong possibilities, but MUST include an option of a
WEAK hand with a major suit.

e “Regular Stayman” refers to all types of Stayman with the standard answers. The
2# question need not promise a four card major nor any particular strength.
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