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Mixed Teams - Festival 2012

Final Results
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Board 3, Dealer South, Vul E/W

& T2
v 754
¢ QJ4
& Q9432
& 8 & A963
v AJ96 v K32
¢ 987 W E ¢ AKS5S
& AKT75 S & J86
& KQJ754
v QT8
¢ T632
b -
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
170 N J05°72 0°958 970N 1Y J25°72 727
2¢
Dbl 24 3NT All Pass
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Board 4, Dealer West, Vul Both

& 742
v KIJ875
¢+ K
* A764
4 Q653 & AJ9
v Q9% v 63
¢ T53 A = ¢ A4
% J32 * KQT95
& KT8
v AT2
¢ QJ9762
8
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Pass 1v 28 3%
Pass 3y Pass 4v
Pass Pass Pass
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Board 21, Dealer North, Vul N/S
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Board 16, Dealer W, Vul E/W
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¢ QT763
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v AQ2
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Board 15, Dealer S, Vul N/S
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v Q8
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Board 18, Dealer East, Vul N/S
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Board 23, Dealer South, Vul Both
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West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
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Board 19, Dealer South, Vul E/W

& T6432
v T85
¢ T
& T832
& 97 & AQJ
v AJ6 v K973
¢ A9543 ¢+ Q82
& J75 & K64
& K85
v Q42
+ KJ76
& AQ9
West | North |__East | Soutn _
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Pass 24 All Pass
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Board 22, Dealer East, Vul E/W

& T8632
vT
+ A8543
& T2
& 54 - & AQY
v Q32 v 65
+ KQIT962 .-
&5 & AKQJ8763
& KJ7
v AKJ9874
¢ 7

& 94



6) Board 5, Dealer N, Vul N/S

& T842
v T3
+ K4
& KT953
& AK6 2 J73
v KJ42 v AQ9865
¢ AT2 + 95
& Q74 & 86
& Q95
v7
+ QIT863
& AJ2

Noga Tal  D. Yadlin E.Ginossar Shiri Faur
Pass 2y Pass
4v Pass Pass Pass

Shiri Faur led the obvious ¢Q against 4¥. Dummy
won with the ¢A, and North played small. Trumps
were drawn in two rounds. Eldad Ginossar could
see only 9 tricks, and he continued diamonds,
hoping that something good will happen. North
won his ¢K and continued a club to South's ace.
It seemed natural to continue clubs, but it was the
fatal error.

South knew that a third round of diamonds would
be ruffed, but there was no need to look for
immediate tricks. The real problem was a potential
squeeze which had to be nipped in the bud. After
North won the club continuation, he could not play
a third diamond. Declarer ruffed a club and played
out the rest of his trumps. South was hopelessly
squeezed, the #J and 47 serving as the two threats.
Of course, switching to diamonds at trick 6 would
have nullified the squeeze and set the contract.
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3) Board 10, Dealer E, Vul Both

& AJT73
v T742
¢ T5
& QJ
& K854 & 92
v K853 v QJ9
¢+ Q93 ¢ AKJ62
& AK & 754
& Q6
v A6
¢ 874
% T98632
West North East South
INT Pass 3NT All Pass

Dror Padon received the 47 lead (the &J or «T
would have made it much easier for declarer). Here
the right play depends on the spade distribution. If
North led from a 4-card-suit, it would be right to win
trick 1 with the 4K and develop hearts. However, in
the actual 5-2 layout this fails, and ducking trick 1
is the winning play.

One should note that the 47 (4™ best) was a helpful
card. There was only one possible layout where
North could have a 4-card-suit, and Dror made the
right decision to duck. The defense could win only
three spade tricks and the vA.

It seems that traditional 4™ best leads give away
a lot of information to the declarer. Thus it may be
a good idea to try out attitude leads (small from a
good suit, irrespective of its length).

4) Board 24, Dealer W, Vul None

& Q65

v QT9

+ K7

& AJT65
s 74 & AJO832
v J52 v A73
+ JT64 + 93
* Q932 » K8

& KT

v K864

+ AQ852

* 74

Yaniv Zack was actually playing 2NT. He continued
a club to the J and K. East cleared the spades.
Now the second club finesse worked, but neither
clubs nor diamonds broke favorably, and declarer
managed only 7 tricks. Luckily, at the other table
declarer was 3NT-2.

Wouldn'tit be better to try hearts at an early stage?
A correct guess of the vJ would mean three heart
tricks, insuring 3NT. Another ideaiis to enter North's
hand with the ¢K and lead the ¥9 towards the K
(the overcaller is a clear favorite to hold the YA). If
West goes up with the ace, three heart tricks may
be developed. If he ducks, declarer can switch to
clubs. With one heart trick in the bag, the chances
of making 3NT are certainly improved. At least,
declarer would not have gone down in 2NT.

5) Board 4, Dealer W, Vul Both

& A863
v AQ52
¢ 6
* AQT9
& 42 & KJ7
v KJT v 83
¢+ AKQ74 ¢ J52
* J73 & K8654
& QT95
v 9764
¢ T983
&2
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Saada Pachtman
1¢ Dbl INT Pass
Pass Dbl Pass Pass
2¢ Pass Pass Dbl
Pass Pass Pass

One may question North-South's decision to
double 1NT, but once West ran away to 2¢, it was
already a big success. However, what can North
lead with her three empty aces?

A trump is the standard answer, but in this layout
it costs a club ruff and sets the contract only down
one.

Nathalie Saada made the inspired choice of the
43! Of course declarer misguessed, and the &J
lost to South's Q. Next came #A, club ruff, ¥Q,
vA, another club ruff and the #A. The defense won
the first seven tricks for down two.
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6)
Dealer N, Vul N/S

& AK6
v KJ42
¢ A72
* Q74
& Q95
v7
¢ QJT863
& AJ2
Pass 29 Pass
4v Pass Pass Pass

You lead the ¢Q against 4¥. Dummy wins the ace,
North playing the 4 and East the 5. Declarer draws
trumps in two rounds, then plays the 49, won by
North's K. Your partner leads the #5 at trick 5, and
you win your ace. What do you lead to trick 6?

Now let's see how these hands were played at
the table:
1) Board 2, Dealer E, Vul N/S

& 975
v A5432
+ Q83
& Q2
& AQT62 e o]
v K76 N v
* A9742 ¢ KJT65
& - & AT98543
o K843
v QIT98
Q -
& KJ76

At one table in the match | was kibitzing, East/
West had a 2NT opening to show a weak hand
with both minors. East used it, and a disappointing
5¢ contract was reached. Opening 1% looks
better, but would East, holding 9 HCP, be willing to
reverse with 24 at his next turn?!

Eran Assaraf chose to pass, and it worked out
excellently.

Shpiro E. Brifman  Assaraf  H. Brifman
Pass Pass
1e Pass 2% 2v
3¢ Pass 3v Pass
3NT Pass 6¢ All Pass

After West's 3¢ bid (probably showing 5-5), the sky
was the limit. After Assaraf found out his partner
had some wasted heart values, he was satisfied
with a small slam. North led the YA, and the slam
could be made in various ways. Simplest is to ruff
and play A (South who bid 2¥ rates to be shorter
in diamonds). After drawing trumps declarer runs
the &J and gives up one spade trick if necessary.
Unfortunately West failed to make it, and the pair
was not rewarded for their good bidding.

2) Board 8, Dealer W, Vul None

& A82

v K932

+ QJ984

&9
& QT97654 & KJ3
v Q8 v AJT65
* A2 | o T
&2 * Q765

o

v 74

+ K7653

& AKTS843

Sonia Mark  Argelazi  Micha Mark Clara Hetz

34 Pass 4a 4ANT
Pass 5¢ 54 Pass
Pass Dbl All Pass

Micha Mark saw that the prospects of beating 5¢
were not too bright. He made the sensible decision
to bid on at IMPs, since passing and being wrong
would be much more costly. North doubled and
declarer lost the obvious three tricks — plus 100
to N/S.

At the other table, Udi Friedlander chose to
pass 5¢, and he had to back it up with a brilliant
trump lead. The trump lead works only because
the defense needs a quick entry to West's hand
before declarer discards a heart on the #A. In fact,
Udi led a normal spade, which gave North plus
400 and cost his team 7 IMPs.



MIXED PROBLEMS

Ram Soffer

he festival started as usual with the Mixed
Teams, followed by the IMP Mixed Pairs,
but this year the team event was played
over two days, with a preliminary Swiss
stage followed by a knock-out stage of 8 teams.
The winners were Ron Pachtman-Yaniv Zack-
llana Berner-Nathalie Saada-Efrat Oren. They
gained momentum after a slow start and won all
their knock-out matches by handsome margins.
One should mention Efrat Oren, member of the
winning mixed team two years in a row.
From those mixed events | have chosen six
interesting problems in bidding, play and defense.
Of course, some of them have no clear-cut answers,
as the winning decision depends upon the layout of
the cards. Nevertheless, the best players have a
tendency to get it right more often, so | recommend
trying to find the answers yourself, before looking at
the answers found by some of the top players.

1)

East
o]
v -
¢+ KIT65
& AT98543

Dealer E, Vul N/S

7-6 hands turned out to be frequent guests at the
Mixed Teams. What would you do as dealer at
favorable vulnerability?

2)
Dealer W, Vul None
East
& KJ3
v AJT65
¢ T
® Q765
West North East South
34 Pass 4a ANT
Pass 5¢ ?

Would you bid on or decide that "the 5-level
belongs to the opponents"? In case you decided
to pass (or double), what do you lead?

3)
Dealer E, Vul Both

& K854 a9
v K853 v Q9
+ Q93 i = 4 AKIG
& AK & 754

West is the declarer at 3NT. North leads the &7
and South plays the #Q. Do you win this trick?

4)
Dealer W, Vul None
& Q65
v QT9
¢+ K7
& AJT65

N

W E
S

& KT
v K864
s AQS52
& 74

North opens 1% and East overcalls 14. Eventually
North becomes declarer at SNT. East leads the 43
and dummy's «T wins the first trick. What would
you do next? Would you play differently if the
contract was 2NT?

5)
Dealer W, Vul Both
North
& A863
v AQ52
¢ 6
& AQT9
West North East South
1e Dbl INT Pass
Pass Dbl Pass Pass
2¢ Pass Pass Dbl
Pass Pass Pass

What would you lead against 2¢ doubled?
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