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Board 25, Dealer N, Vul E/W
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Haim Veltzer Aida Minzli Benny Libster Lotan Fisher

Pass 14 2NT Pass
3¢ 34 Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass

Lotan Fisher seems to be very fond of 3NT
contracts. Here it was a good choice, as 34 was
going down anyway, so it gave N/S a free shot at
game.

West led the 43, won by East's ace. The diamond
return was won by North's Q. Declarer continued
with the #Q, but East won and cleverly switched
to a heart.

Eventually Haim Veltzer (West) was forced to lead
a spade. Lotan was hoping to run it to his 48 and

run his long suit. Unfortunately for him West chose
the 49, ruining any hopes of making the contract.
At the end of the day Lotan and Aida accumulated
80 IMPs, which gave them 8" place. Eitan
Orenstein and his partner Semo Moscovici did
better with 97 IMPs and 5™ place.

The winners were the former Junior pair Alon
Birman-Eliran Argelazi with 124 IMPs, ahead
of Shaya and Nadia Libster 118 and Revital
Asis-Zadoc Grinberg 103. Congratulations! On
Sunday the festival is going to heat up with the
arrival of many world-class players from abroad,
and we will be there at the Open Teams for our
fourth and final edition of the bulletin.
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Board 2, Dealer E, Vul N/S
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& AQJ64 : s 83
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& 63 & K75
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v J754
Q -
& AQJITI98
Inon Liran
Pass 1%
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Yet another 5-0 trump break! Again North failed to
double, and rightfully so, for Inon Liran managed
to make the contract after a single defensive lapse.
The #4 lead was won by South's #8. South
switched erroneously to a spade, won by
declarer's #Q. Inon played a trump to the ace,
receiving the bad news. He continued by a spade
to the J. On the #A he discarded a club, and on the
46 — another club, after North ruffed with the 49.
The vK was ducked. Then declarer ruffed a club
in dummy, played the YA and ruffed a heart in his
hand. The following cards remained:

o -

v -

+ QJ6

b -
& 4 o -
v - vT
¢ KT + 74
S - S -

o -

viJ

¢ -

& AQ

Declarer has already scored seven tricks. The #4
was led from hand. North had to ruff high to prevent
the ¢7 from scoring, but now he was endplayed.
Very nice play by Inon.

In our next exhibit, Eitan Orenstein managed to
make an even more unlikely contract.

Board 6, Dealer E, Vul E/W

a 75

v 98

+ KQ853

* K852
& K98 g & AG32
v AJ v KQ743
+ T976 * 12
* 1976 & Q4

& QIT4

v T652

+ A4

& AT3

Eitan Orenstein

1v Pass
INT 2¢ Pass Pass
2y Pass Pass 24
Pass Pass Dbl All pass

North didn't wish his opponents to play 1NT, so he
made a very light 2¢ overcall. Later he didn't want
to bid again. As a result Eitan Orenstein had the
thankless task of playing a doubled contract in a
4-2 "fit". Fortunately the defenders helped a little bit,
and declarer managed to make four trump tricks!
Declarer won the club lead and played a heart,
hoping to get a ruff or two in dummy. West
continued trumps, and East let South's J win the
trick. Declarer continued with the ¢A, ¢K and the
+Q - ruffed by East and overruffed by South's T.
The #K was followed by another diamond, ruffed
small by South as East discarded.

Declarer exited with a club. He already had seven
tricks, but West didn't realize it was time to play
a trump. He continued with another club, and
South's last trump, the #Q, was allowed to score.
The doubled contract was made.

Board 28, Dealer W, Vul N/S

& AKJT764
v QJ6
¢ Q4
*Q
& Q952 -
v AK98 v 73
+ J63 + A9872
* 63 - & AT9875
s 83
v T542
¢ KT5
& KJ42



THE IMP PAIRS

Ram Soffer

he first major pairs event of the Tel Aviv
Festival is the IMP Pairs. Unlike the Open
Pairs event, which is contested over two
preliminary and two final rounds, this
event consisted of only two rounds in a big field
whose level was far from uniform. In order to win
one of the top prizes, a big result was needed, well
in excess of 100 IMPs (in 48 boards).
Therefore success depended not merely on
playing good bridge. Aggressive game and slam
bidding was called for, plus the ability to exploit
mistakes by the opponents, particularly defensive
ones. Let's see how some of the well-known
experts coped with these tasks. The following
hands are all taken from the first session.

Board 1, Dealer N, Vul None

& AQ2
v 652
¢ QJ63
& K85
& K984 & J753
v KQ3 v A7
¢+ 8 ¢ AT754
& AQIT4 & 63
& T6
v JT984
¢ K92
& 972
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Dror Padon Aida Minzli O. Toledano L. Fisher
1e Pass 1v
Dbl Pass 24 Pass
4e Pass Pass Pass
World transnational champion Dror Padon

partnered an up-and-coming young player.
14-year-old Oren Toledano from Jerusalem had
not yet started to play bridge when his opponent
Lotan Fisher won the World Junior Championship
in October 2010, butin 2012 Oren had already won
1stplace in the Israel under-20 Pairs championship
with his partner Asaf Yekutieli.

Here Oren was declarer in 44, but due to his limited
experience he did not realize that South might have
bid 1¥ with less than the "official" 6 HCP. After the
#K lost to North's ace, declarer should have played
North (who opened 1¢) for the missing points, that
it to say playing a spade to the J and trying a ruffing
finesse in clubs (after a discard on the 3™ heart).
Instead he ran the 49 and made a normal club
finesse, and the game contract went down.

Board 16, Dealer W, Vul E/W

& A643
v A6
¢ KQT842
&3
& QJ&75 o -
v Q74 v JT8532
¢ 7 ¢ A653
& Q982 & J75
& KT92
¥ K9
¢+ J9
& AKT64
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Dror Matilda Oren Aharon
Padon Poplilov Toledano Hakimi
Pass 1e 29y Dbl
3v 4a All Pass

Here Padon held a nice trump stack, but the
desire to win quick IMPs could not tempt him into
a careless double. After all, he was playing against
another world-class player. In case West doubles
44, North may "change his mind" and bid 4NT or
5¢ — both contracts make easily. In fact, even 64
by North can make with careful play.

Against 44 East led a heart and continued the suit
after winning the ¢A (better than giving West a
ruff). Declarer was not in control of the hand, and
the contract drifted down two.
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19 10 65.16 6516 6455 NWD [OIX - 'OI' 1)'OJIP| 3
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10 6 64.19 55 19200 N2YD "OWSDN - IMID| 6
8 5 62.27 18128 16059 D'D! DTID - WIW DTID| 7
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4 4 61.07 17738 17214 NN 2IPID - IN'R ITINY 10
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