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Dear Bridge Friends,

It is a great honor and pleasure for me
to welcome you at the 47th International
Bridge Festival in Tel Aviv.

| especially want to extend a warm
welcome to our overseas guests. Bridge
is a truly international sport. International
festivals and competitions are wonderful
opportunities for players from different
countries and cultures to mingle and
get to know each other. While at the
table there may be competition, away
from the table there is friendship and
understanding among us.

A few months ago, we were privileged
to host the world elite at the European

Champions Cup, which was held in Eilat.

We are very happy to host some world-
class players in this festival, as well.

| wish you all a lot of success in your
endeavors here in Tel Aviv. May the best
win, but more importantly, | wish you an
enjoyable and memorable festival.

Yours Sincerely,

Eitan Levy
IBF President.
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to the 47th Tel Aviv Bridge Festival!

As in each February, we gather once again for our
traditional annual celebration of bridge, dedicating
the time to our beloved game.

We expect wide-ranging participation in this
festival, including many world-class overseas
players and two international tournament directors
from Italy and Poland.

Ourfestivalincludes special events featuring bridge
clubs, local cultural centers, pupils’ instructive
games and above all children learning bridge, the
future of our game. This is an opportunity to thank
our previous coordinator Oryah Meir as well as
our new coordinator Moshiko Meyuchas, and of
course all the teachers who work within the IBF, for
their dedicated work to promote future generations
of bridge players.

Since 2010, the IBF has entrusted the organization
of the Festival to Assaf Lengy. | have no doubts
that together with our dedicated staff he will do
his best to provide you with an enjoyable festival
of extremely high quality. In this respect | should
mention that festival activities are updated and
refreshed every year. This time the festival will last
for seven intensive days instead of the traditional
ten days, but we do hope that the total number of
participants will still go up.

The organizers have done everything possible to
ensure higher quality of food and more reasonable
prices in the Festival area.

A unique audio-visual exhibition is going to take
place during the festival. About 2,000 of Van
Gogh's masterpieces are coming to life in HD
quality on huge screens. Tickets in reduced prices
will be available to Festival participants.

We are sure that you will maintain a pleasant and
sportsmanlike atmosphere around the tables. We
hope that this festival is going to be very exciting.
May all of you have a lot of fun!

Yours sincerely,

Modi Kenigsberg
IBF Chairman
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& AQJ64 & 83
v 83 v AT62
¢ KT83 W ¢ A742
% 63 & K75
& K97
v J754
¢ -
& AQJT98
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
7770 1
Pass 1%
1e Pass INT 2%
2¢ Pass 3¢ All Pass

NOT DT .7'90N X71 ,7NWn KIN M T AR YT (19X
71y ,4Q-2 NOT I2* L7902 Y'wninl AX7pPa n7ana
17UIN #A-0 7V aJ-0 IR QY qpul ¢A-D DY DNIT?
001 X771, (19X 7w 49-0 DY (NN1 46-0 .DNITNNA AR?}?

.0nITNN 7YIn
NN DN ANKY NRT7 17 nwan L, YK-a 'wnin [19¥
7210 TNON LT VRN NN YA-D PRIV ,0NITA AR7P?
AWONNY IN1 NN |2 1INAY7 1IX NN 19X 44-0 DR
PNYN7 INIX 0'201N NIAA NN 2L, 179N INNY Dnim?

.0'7v2 1910

L

Cridge

711 'YRwta mmannaa

h

DIV ;cavmijéoé@ N ZEENDD
n1an?
47-1 "NDIN71'2N ’AT'120 72'0097 N2'TIN DOADINN 7V

L

]




o -

v -
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& AT97
*- N
v -
+ K9862

& -
v -
¢ JT7
* Q84
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s J5
v-
¢ A54
&5

Of course, Duboin could get home by ruffing a club
and playing a diamond towards the queen, but he was
entitled to form his own view of the hand. West has
already showed the missing points in both major suits,
so declarer placed East with all minor suit honors.

He played a diamond to the ace followed by both
remaining trumps, preparing a strip-squeeze ending
against East, supposedly holding the ¢K, and going
down in the actual layout.

The lesson is that even when the lead has turned out
badly and there is no longer a legitimate way to defeat
the contract, a Passive defense may still be the best
chance of success. Sometimes the declarer will find an
interesting way to defeat himself.

At the fourth table, Giubilo avoided the heart lead,
preferring a trump. Apparently declarer was doomed,
but not so according to Deep Finesse. Brink won the
#J and ran the #J to East’s #K. A heart return was won
by the queen, and West continued with another club.
Brink tried the #9 which lost to the queen, and a club
ruff settled the issue.
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Interestingly, all was not lost when West led a club.
There was a very nice winning line (admittedly a
double-dummy one). North wins the A ,continues
with the #A and follows by a ruffing finesse in clubs,
discarding a diamond (not a heart) when East doesn’t
cover. West does best not to ruff, and the following
ending is reached after ruffing the #Q:

a9
v J6
* Q3
&9
s K
v K2
+ K98

o -
¥ 963
¢ JT7
& -

W =
.. S
s QT
v AT

¢ AS
& -

Now West is endplayed with the K, and he is forced
to squander TWO tricks, as underleading one of the red
kings gives up a trick in that suit and allows a dummy
entry to discard the other red suit loser on the #9.

The final match was not very exciting. Angelini led
briefly at the start, then some powerful results swung
it Allegra’s way, and afterwards it was a no-doubter.
Allegra just went on increasing their lead.

It seems that Italy needed this success badly after
losing the 2011 Bermuda Bowl to the Netherlands,
the 2012 European Championship to Monaco and the
2012 Mind Sports Games to Sweden. All those three
countries were represented in Eilat, yet Italy triumphed
handsomely.
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Board 10, Dealer East, Vul All

& K32
v 764
¢ AQ432
% 86
& J986 & ATS
¥ K93 v 52
¢ 96 W = ¢ KIJ&75
& AK95 S & T42
& Q74
v AQIJT8
¢ T
& QJ73
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Giubilo Fantoni Cima Nunes
Pass 2v
Pass Pass Pass
West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Helgemo  Lauria Helness Versace
Pass 1%
Dbl INT 2¢ Dbl
Pass Pass Pass

The Open Room result (2¥ making three) may be
classified as normal. Nunes opened at the two level
according to his system, and nobody else had a bid. A
spade lead does set the contract, but after the normal
#A lead declarer is safe.

The events in the Closed Room were much more
interesting. Helgemo decided to double the 1% opening,
despite being off-shape and vulnerable with only 11
HCP. Lauria bid INT —some artificial way of supporting
hearts. Helness certainly had his “free bid” of 2e.
Versace doubled, presumably indicating shortness, and
Lauria decided to leave it in — a rare misjudgment by
this fine player. It is usually not profitable to seek a
penalty at the two level with an eight card fit in a major.
Furthermore, the quality of North’s trumps left much to
be desired. To put it simply, his #432 were hardly going
to take tricks.

As a matter of fact, 2¢ was cold, and even 3¢ would be
tough to beat. Helness was happy to see the 410 lead,
and with both major suits favorably placed he had no
trouble making nine tricks —the #J at trick 1, two spades,
a heart, two clubs, two ruffs in hand and eventually the
+K. The unexpected plus 380 gave Monaco 11 IMPs.

This match turned out to be a heavy defeat for the
Italians, and they were almost eliminated from the
competition. Israel had to beat last-place Germany by
18:12 to go through, but eventually they managed only
16:14, so it was Allegra-Monaco and Angelini-Real in
the semifinals.

At this stage the Italian teams proved their superiority
and went through to the final. There were a lot of
interesting boards, for example the following interesting
deal from the final segment.

Board 5, Dealer North, Vul N/S

& A93
v J64
+Q3
& AT973

2 K72

v KQ2

+ K9862

286
v 9653
*JT7

* KQ84

W =

62 S
& QJT54
v AT7
¢+ A54
& J5

According to traditional standards, N/S are supposed
to stop short of game with twelve HCP facing eleven.
However, it has become slightly old-fashioned not to
open a hand such as North’s. Lauria did Pass as dealer,
and they played 34. We will follow the play at the other
three tables, where South became the declarer in 44.

The standard top heart lead greatly simplifies
declarer’s task. This was West’s choice at both tables
of the Monaco-Allegra match. Nevertheless, this board
produced a swing.

Nunes won Madala’s ¥Q lead with the ace and ran the
#]J to East’s king. Bocchi’s switch to a diamond solved
all of declarer’s problems. He had exactly one loser in
each side suit. Declarer finessed trumps successfully
for plus 620.

Duboin won Helgemo’s YK lead and continued with
three rounds of trumps before running the #J. The
defenders continued patiently with two rounds of hearts,
leaving declarer to his own devices. The following
cards remained, with dummy on lead.



THE EUROPEAN
CHAMPIONS
CUP IN EILAT

Ram Soffer

The Red Sea Bridge Festival, organized by David
Birman, has in recent years grown in stature with
a quality field, in addition to the sheer quantity of
participants. In 2012 the ten-day program was enriched
with the European Champions Cup, which was played
during the first weekend alongside the usual festival
events.

This is a tournament between the winners of the team
championships in the top ten countries in Europe. Israel
(host country) and Italy (2011 winners) were allowed
two teams each. The 12 participants were divided
into two groups. The top two teams from each group
qualified for the knockout stage, while the other teams
were also playing knock out matches to determine the
final ranking.

Despite the presence of the Monaco national team, as
well as a strong Russian team reinforced by a leading
Dutch pair, it was an all-Italian final, and the GS Allegra
team won deservedly and retained their title from the
previous year.

We start our brief survey with a funny hand from the
second round of the preliminary stage.

Board 32, Dealer West, Vul E/W

& KJ92
v A7
+ Q7
& AT963
o s Q73
v 96543 v JT8
+ J9652 W = kT84
& 542 * Q8
& AT8654
v KQ2
A

& KJ7

West ‘ North ‘ East ‘ South
Jansma  Schwartz Paulissen Fisher
Pass 1% Pass 1e
Pass 24 Pass 3%
Pass 4a Pass ANT
Pass 5¢ Pass Ta

Pass Pass Pass

Lotan Fisher decided to bid the grand slam directly once
he learned that partner has all the missing keycards.
Was he over-confident? Not necessarily. After all one
doesn’t need the trump queen to bid a grand with a
10-card fit. As for the club queen, it was at worst on
a finesse (if partner doesn’t have it), and there was an
extra chance that partner has the ¢K (although in this
case he might have looked for a stronger bid than 44).
The 5 was led, and declarer had to take a view in the
trump suit. Fisher played for the opening leader to have
the trump queen and went down after laying down the
#A at trick two. However, there was no need to find the
#(Q). Declarer eliminated the red suits and endplayed
East with the #Q. Minus 50 — apparently a horrible
result for the winners of the 2012 Cavendish Pairs.

At the other room the Dutch N/S pair used an artificial
system, and North became the declarer in 74. The ¥J
was led, and once again the declarer (Van Prooijen)
played the opening leader to have the #Q, this time
guessing right.

However, the Israelis had the last laugh. Declarer had to
finesse for the #Q, or else play for a squeeze in case the
same defender held the ¢K and the #Q. Van Prooijen
knew that West had longer clubs, and decided to finesse
against him. He postponed the crucial play by cashing
all of his other winners. As a result, Alon Birman (East)
took the final two tricks with his #Q and ¢K. Down two
and 2 IMPs to Israel!

Both of these strong teams failed to qualify from Group
B, which was won by Real Bridge Club of Russia ahead
of GS Allegra.

As for Group A, it was a battle between Monaco and
the Italian Angelini team. Their direct meeting in the
final Round-Robin match determined the group winner.
This was a match of two halves. Angelini did very
well at the start, but afterwards it was all Monaco. The
following board was the turning point.
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